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Pictured: Our Mount Rainier Gateway Reserve, 
which permanently protects a popular cross-country 
ski trail as well as habitat for thirteen at-risk
wildlife species.



Financial Snapshot
As of December 31, 2017

Cash     $     634,604
Land       30,564,279
Equipment (minus deprecia  on)              5,496
Investments & Other       1,570,581
Receivable           169,494
Prepaid Expense                5,757
Total Assets      32,955,539

Current Liabili  es          226,271
Net Assets     32,729,268
Total Liabili  es and Net Assets   32,955,539

Condensed Statement of Ac  vi  es
As of December 31, 2017

Support and Revenue 
Grants      $4,033,847
Contribu  ons           419,248 
Earned Income           155,258
Interest & Dividend Income            50,403
Other Revenue              42,945 
Total Support and Revenue      4,701,701

Expenses
Land Acquisi  ons      3,961,595
Conserva  on Program Services         540,587
Management and General         131,997
Fundraising              80,970
Total Expenses        4,715,149
Net Result            -13,448

2017 Expenditures
Land Acquisi  ons                 84%
Conserva  on Program Services                11%
Management and General   3%
Fundraising     2%

Dear Friends of the Nisqually Land Trust:
Welcome to our 2017 report to shareholders. If you 
are reading this, that’s you. And if you have fi ns, 
paws, feathers or hooves and live wild in the Nis-
qually River Watershed, you’re a shareholder, too. 

On the one hand, we feel lucky. We can say what we 
have so often since our founding, in 1989: Your Nis-
qually Land Trust had another successful year. 

Fun fact: In 2017 we protected almost as much land 
as we did in our fi rst fi fteen years combined.

Not-so-fun fact: Climate change is real, it’s increas-
ing, and nothing poses a bigger threat to our work.

Which means that our work isn’t just about protecting 
land. It’s about making that land resilient – as capable 
as possible of supporting plants and animals native 
to the Nisqually Watershed. Which requires that we 
think long-term, executing habitat projects today that 
will mature over the next two centuries. 

So in 2017, with the Nisqually Indian Tribe, the 
South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group, 

and the Town of Eatonville, we launched an ambi-
tious reconstruction project on the Mashel River, 
which is still recovering from clearcut timber harvests 
last century and undergoing another intensive round 
this century. 

We installed nine “engineered logjams,” a technique 
for jump-starting restoration in salmon-producing 
rivers where the timber has been depleted. Logs 
are piled up to change the river’s hydraulics, which 
increases the complexity of pools and riffl  es and pro-
vides sheltered alcoves for juvenile fi sh until replant-
ed forests mature. 

Also in 2017, with the Northwest Natural Resource 
Group, we conducted an “ecological timber harvest” 

in our Mount Rainier Gateway Reserve, which encom-
passes over 2,500 acres. The Reserve was formerly man-
aged in a way that left it with dense, stunted tree stands 
and diminished biological diversity. 

We thinned the property strategically to promote old-
growth characteristics – big trees, but also small and 
medium-sized trees, shrubs, ferns, and forbs. That ben-
efi ts wildlife, and also the local economy, through the 
loggers and contractors we employed.

2017 also set us up for good work in 2018. We’re on 
pace to:

• Protect another mile of salmon-producing Nisqually       
   River shoreline. 

• Add 640 acres to the Nisqually Community Forest.

• Complete a major Puget Sound shoreline protection   
   project. 

• Have over 1,000 students and 400 volunteers help with   
   everything from offi  ce management to tree planting.

And this year we fi nd ourselves thinking about the 
word “trust.” We’re proud to have it in our name, 

and we cherish the bonds of trust we and our partners 
and supporters have built up over the decades.

That trust is based on principles that have proven them-
selves over time: Truth matters. Generosity nurtures. 
Good science is essential. Cooperation and collaboration 
yield eff ective and enduring outcomes.

To our “shareholders” – to all of you who place your 
trust in us: Thank you. 

Joe Kane
Executive Director
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Our mission is to acquire and manage cri  cal 
lands to permanently benefit the water, wildlife, 
and people of the Nisqually River Watershed. 
Today, we own, protect, and steward 6,534 acres 
in the watershed and have planted 283,708 
na  ve trees and shrubs on our proper  es.

We protect and restore wildlife habitat for 
threatened and at-risk species found through-
out the Nisqually Watershed, including Chinook 
salmon, steelhead trout, northern spo  ed 
owls, marbled murrelets, bald eagles, northern 
goshawks, pileated woodpeckers and peregrine 
falcons.

As the lead nonprofi t conserva  on group in 
the Nisqually, we work collabora  vely with 
partners throughout the watershed and the 
Puget Sound region to protect land and water 
for the benefit of our local communi  es. We 
prac  ce conserva  on that supports produc  ve 
local economies and vibrant local cultures.

The Nisqually is the only river in the country 
with its headwaters protected by a na  onal 
park and its delta protected by a na  onal 
wildlife refuge. In between the two, the Land 
Trust has permanently protected ninety-four 
miles of salmon-producing shoreline on the 
Nisqually River and its tributaries. 

Conserva  on Partners
Black Hills Audubon
Joint Base Lewis McChord
Mount Rainier Na  onal Park 
Mount Tahoma Trails Associa  on 
Nisqually Indian Tribe 
Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually Na  onal Wildlife Refuge 
Nisqually River Council 
Nisqually River Educa  on Project 
Nisqually River Founda  on 
Nisqually Stream Stewards 
Northwest Natural Resource Group 
Northwest Trek 

Pierce Conserva  on District/Stream Team 
South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group 
Sustainable Northwest
Tahoma Audubon
The Evergreen State College
U.S.E.P.A. Western Ecology Division
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Washington Associa  on of Land Trusts
Washington Conserva  on Corps
Washington Environmental Council
Washington Service Corps/AmeriCorps 

2017 Conservat ion Highl ights
•  Protected: 686 acres and 13.7 miles of riparian shoreline; 6,534 acres protected to date.
•  Contributed: 4,121 hours by 345 volunteers.
•  Par  cipated: 964 students, who used Land Trust proper  es as outdoor classrooms.
•  Planted: 25,636 na  ve trees and shrubs; total plan  ngs to date: 283,708.
•  Par  cipated: 293 people, in Land Trust nature walks and fl oat trips. 
•  Removed: 89 acres of invasive weeds and 1,400 pounds of garbage, from roadsides, waterways, 
    and other Land Trust sites.



2017 Land Acquis i t ion (Numbers refer to map on next page)
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      Busy Wild Creek, Nisqually Community Forest
We doubled the size of the Nisqually Community Forest with the 
addi  on of 640 spectacular acres along the upper reach of Busy 
Wild Creek, near Mount Rainier Na  onal Park. The new property 
adjoins both the fi rst 640-acre sec  on, purchased in 2016, and the 
Land Trust’s 2,500-acre Mount Rainier Gateway Reserve, crea  ng a 
landscape-scale block of protected land.

The heavily  mbered property contains over 12 miles of stream 
shoreline and a key sec  on of the most popular trail in the Mount 
Tahoma Trails Associa  on’s cross-country ski system. Busy Wild 
Creek is the headwater tributary of the Mashel River and cri  cal 
habitat for threatened steelhead trout.

      Tenas Creek, Mount Rainier Gateway Reserve
The Walker Family donated this 14-acre property to the Land Trust to 
be permanently protected as part of our Mount Rainier Gateway 
Reserve. The family’s deep  es to Washington State and Mount Rain-
ier go back to the turn of the twen  eth century, when it acquired this 
property.

Situated along Highway 706, near the main entrance to Mount Rain-
ier Na  onal Park, the property’s towering fi r and cedar trees have 
long lent a cathedral-like atmosphere to the approach to the park. 
The property is bisected by Tenas Creek, whose crystalline waters 
cascade out of the park on their way to the Nisqually River.

      Lackamas Flats Protected Area, Nisqually River
The Land Trust acquired 9.86 acres and one-third mile of salmon pro-
ducing shoreline at the confl uence of the Nisqually River and Toboton 
Creek. The property is located in the Wilcox Reach, one of the most 
dynamic stretches of the Nisqually River. Two years ago, just upstream, 
the river blasted away a hundred horizontal feet of riverbank in a mat-
ter of months and destroyed a family home.

Toboton Creek contains extensive coho salmon habitat, and the 
Nisqually Salmon Recovery Program rates the Nisqually River’s Wil-
cox Reach high priority for protec  on of Chinook salmon habitat and 
highest priority for protec  on of steelhead trout habitat. Both species 
are listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.

      Yelm Shoreline Protected Area, Nisqually River
The Land Trust acquired two more highly prized proper  es along the 
Whitewater Reach of the Nisqually River, near Yelm. They total 18 
acres and nearly one-third mile of shoreline. The Whitewater Reach 
provides spawning and rearing habitat for all fi ve salmonid species 
na  ve to the Nisqually Watershed, and the Nisqually Chinook salmon 
and steelhead trout recovery plans rate it highest priority for per-
manent protec  on. The two sites also contain extensive wetlands, 
mature mixed deciduous forest, and second-growth conifer forest. 

These two acquisi  ons expanded the Land Trust’s Yelm Shoreline 
Protected Area to 238 acres and 3.1 miles of shoreline. 

One of the proper  es also has a strategic loca  on along railroad 
tracks and a trestle owned by the city of Yelm. The trestle has the 
poten  al to be converted into the fi rst pedestrian and bike crossing 
of the Nisqually River and to extend the Yelm-Tenino Trail into Pierce 
County. 
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We appreciate the hundreds of volunteers who helped us 
steward our lands in 2017, including those pictured above 
removing Scotch broom at our Yelm Shoreline Protected Area.

This property on the east shoreline of Toboton Creek, at the 
creek’s confl uence with the Nisqually River, is a priority for 
habitat protec  on in the Nisqually Chinook Recovery Plan.

The Walker Property, with its towering fi r and cedar trees, 
added 14 acres to our Mount Rainier Gateway Reserve in 2017.

Par  cipants enjoy snowshoeing in our Nisqually Community 
Forest, which contains a key sec  on of the most popular trail
in the Mount Tahoma Trails Associa  on’s hut-to-hut cross- 
country ski system.
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Dianne Ludwig
Kim Malcom 
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Norm and Pamela Mead
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Scott and Gail Nicholson u
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Donald and Margaret Paff rath 
Nancy Pesci
Jim and Mary Anne Pitchford u
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Andrew Smith 
Marianne Smith 
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Lynn Taylor and Doug Hurley
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Sunny Thompson u
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Alice Walter 
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Catherine and David Wlaschin
Susan Wolcher 
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Up To $99
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Debby Crosetto
Steve Cross
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Charles Davidson
Megan Davis  
Ben Dennis 
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Kerry and Jason Flaherty 
Elizabeth Gillette
Joan Gowan  
Michael Grayum

$20,000 and above
The Estate of Caroline Feiss u
The Estate of Thelma Gilmur 
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Olympia Federal Savings
Ward and Rita Willits
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Anonymous
Gair Crutcher u
Bob & Patty Hayes
Jeff rey Michelson
Al Schmauder
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Mike McGee
Kathy Mix u
Frank Morris and Jeanne Sockle, 
  Morris Sockle, PLLC
Maureen Morris u
John Mounts
Bob Myrick 
Victoria Myrick-Allen 
Judy and Michael O'Neill
  Bernard W. Abrams Family Foundation
Dennis and Joan Peterson
Prairie Hotel
ReSolve
Retail Management Solutions u
Sierra Pacifi c Foundation
Suzanne Simons
Oscar and Barbara Soule u
Joanne Stellini and Gwill Ging u
Dave and Louise Stonington u
Brian Sullivan and 
  Anna Leon-Guerrero

 

Gerald Suzawith and 
  Kristin Blalack u
Temple Beth Hatfi loh 
David Troutt and Jean Carr 
George Walter u 
Virginia Walter
Dianne Weaver
Rick and Cathy Williams 
Alex Young, 
  Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
Audrey Zimmerman 

$500-$999
Roger and Karen Andrascik u
Anonymous
Gary Benson 
Dwight and Sharon Bergquist-Moody u
Patt Brady and Fred Fiedler
George and Sue Bredensteiner u
Brett Buckley u
Colby Cook
Larry Corbin 
Steve Craig 
Brian and Karen Deckard u
John and Kathleen Dewhirst
Ann Essko and Stu Smith u 
Patrick and Ruta Fanning
Geoff  Feiss and Nancy West
Patricia Fluhrer 
JW and Nicki Foster u
Russell Fox
Art and Mary Sue Gee 
Brian and Denise Hibbeln
Jack Jones and Karolyn Troan u
Steve and Yael Klein
  Klein Family Foundation
Paul and Lita Luvera 
Martin and Val McCallum
Stacie-Dee Motoyama  
Glynnis Nakai u
Ed & Patricia O'Brien u
Cleve and Marty Pinnix
Rao Remala
Mike and Ann Ryherd  u
Norma Schuiteman u
SH&H Valuation
Eric Slagle and Nancy Hanna 
Ed and Lasha Steinweg 
Ann-Kristin Sundell and 
  Eric Christensen 
Paula Swedeen and
   Candyce Burroughs
Jean Takekawa
David and Wendy Welch 
Mark Williams

$250-$499 
Anonymous
Tanya Barnett and Jay Geck 
Paul and Shirley Battan u
Dan Berschauer and Phyllis Edwards 
Deborah Boston 
Mary Ellen and Tom Bradley 
Michele Buckley and Matt Drury 
Rian Buckley and D'Andre Goodwin u
Ted and Betty Coates  
Combined Fund Drive Anonymous
Tom and Barbara Cook 
Barbara Craven
Carolina deLeeuw 
Jon and Joy Duerr 
John and Marilyn Erickson
Lloyd and Patricia Fetterly 
Marcia Fromhold u 
Herberta Gray 
John Grettenberger and 
  Mary Mahaff y
Anna and Eric Gullickson u
Jack and Susan Havens u
Chris Hawkins and Sayre Hodgson 
Martin and Kendra Healy
Pat Kennedy and Janet Liddle
Jeff  Kildahl 
Bob and Noelle Kimball
Randy and Sally King  u 
Alison Kriviskey
Ellen and Derek Leckrone u
Florian Leischner and Beth Lovelady u
Steve Lundin and Linda Bondurant
Mike and Kathy McCormick u
Ryan Mello
Mary and Scott Oliver 
Judy and Michael O'Neill
Craig Partridge and Lou Ann Dunlap 
Jeff  Petersen u
Kaia Petersen u
James and Etsuko Reistroff er u
Dom and Becky Rivas 
Mike and Maria Ruth 
Katherine Seel 
Sound Native Plants
Charlie Stephens
Nancy Stevenson u 
Dave and Barbara Uberuaga 
Walter and Kelly Wallace u
Margaret Walter u
Polly Zehm

$100-$249
Jim Albert and Cece Clynch 
Rick and Melissa Anderson 

Our 2017 Donors The Nisqually Land Trust gratefully acknowledges the individuals, businesses, founda  ons, and agencies that have generously supported our work. 
Refl ected below are contribu  ons received or pledged between January 1 and December 31, 2017.  Charter Member u Forever Fund Donor



Beverly Gross 
Kenneth Guza 
  and Diana Larsen-Mills 
Cindy and David Hackett
Dever Haff ner-Ratliff e 
Dan and Diane Hamilton
Steve and Kathryn Hamilton Wang
Margaret Hauge 
Sayre and Chris Hawkins  
Dylan and Sarah Henderson
Nancy Henderson
Ben Henwood 
David and Cheryl Heywood 
Adrienne Hidy
Shelly Holland  
Caitlin Kenney 
Anne Kilgannon and Gary Robinson
Judith Kingsbury   
Byrna and Robert Klavano
Gary Koshi
Lorraine Lee 
Harold and Vicki Lewis 
Michael Ligrano and 
Rachelle Meenach-Ligrano
Marianne Lincoln 
Dan Locke
Tove Lund
Kathleen Lynch
Suzanne Malakoff  and Jan Cnossen
Don and Linda Malatesta
Tom McDonald
Roger and Diana McMaster 
Steven and Judith Metcalf
Ian Mooser 
Nancy Nance
Sally Nole
Lee Overland
Arthur Pavey 
Marie Paxson 
Sharon Perkins
Mark Pree 
Helen Pressley 
Tom Rainey and Nina Carter 
Emily Ray
Robin Reich
Karelina Resnick
Nancy Riordan 
Gary Rittenmeyer
Tim Sampson 
Stephen and Jeanne Schlussel
Judith Schuler
Eric and Jennifer Shoblom  
Peggy Skinner  
Diane Skov 
Laura Smith
Robert & Marjorie Smith 
Jennifer Snyder

Foundation and 
Agency Contributions
Amazon Smile
Community Foundation of
  South Puget Sound
Community Sustaining Fund of 
  Thurston County
Dawkins Charitable Trust
Fred Meyer Community Rewards
Nisqually Charitable Fund
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Pierce County Conservation Futures
Pierce County Conservation District
Puyallup Indian Tribe
Thurston County Conservation Futures
USDA Natural Resources Conservation     
  Service
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
WA Department of Ecology
WA Department of Fish and Wildlife 
WA State Recreation and Conservation 
Offi  ce:
  Puget Sound Acquisition and 
  Restoration Fund
  Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
  WA Wildlife & Recreation Program

Matthew and Joy St. Germain 
Mark Stone
Janet Strong
Stephanie Suter 
James Terry 
Lois Ward 
Gary Wilburn 
Mimi and Don Williams
Jim Wilson 
Marilyn Zuckerman
Michele Zukerberg

In-kind Contributions
Alderbrook Resort and Spa
Allstate Insurance Agency,
   Ronelle Funk
Anthony's Restaurants
Art House Designs
Ashford Creek Pottery
Marian Bailey 
Bass Pro, Tacoma
Kim Bredensteiner
Childhood's End Gallery
Coho Restaurant
Tom and Barbara Cook
Copper Creek Inn, 
  Phil Freeman and 
  Catharine Gallagher
Steve Craig
Curtright & Son Tribal Art
Diane Dakin
Thomas Dizon
Doyle Fanning
Far Corners Express Sport Fishing
Fish Brewing Company
Amy C. Fisher
Tom and Brenda Fitzsimmons
Gardner's Restaurant
Mary and Fred Gentry
Gordon's Garden Center
Dave Greenberger
Diane and Dan Hamilton
Hands On Children's Museum
Harlequin Productions
Ice Chips
Indochine
The Inn at Mallard Cove
Governor Jay Inslee, Offi  ce of the Governor
International Mountain Guides
Brad Jones
Jack Jones and Karolyn Troan
Kenmore Air
Anne Kroeker and Richard Leeds
Cheryl Larson-Popek
Lemay - America's Car Museum
Nikki McClure and Jay Scott
Commissioner Bill McGregor

Memorials and Honorariums
In memory of Jon Athow
  Kathryn Athow and Greg Brown
In honor of Dana Botka
  Greg and Linda Brown
In honor of Micki Buckley 
  and Matt Drury
  Brett Buckley
In memory of Ann Cooke
  Brett Buckley
In memory of Noelle Corbin
  Larry Corbin
In memory of Phil Crane
  Polly Zehm
In honor of Gair Crutcher
  Thomas and Barbara Hemphill
In honor of Elaine Erickson 
and Carla Galloway
  Kathryn and Albie Jarvis
In memory of Wylie Miller Hemphill
  Gair Crutcher
In honor of Janet Liddle 
and Pat Kennedy
  Judy and Michael O’Neil
In memory of Don Perry
  Ray and Glenda Bednar
In honor of Cathy Sheller
  Marie Paxon
In honor of George Walter
  Tim Walter
In honor of Michael Schramm
  Art Pavey
In memory of Caroline Feiss
  Anna and Willis Bodine
  B.J. Carol
  Harriett Cody and Harvey Sadis
  Charles Davidson 
  John and Kathleen Dewhirst
  Barbara and David Dougherty
  Geoff  Feiss and Nancy West
  Elizabeth Gillette
  Joan Gowan
  Alison Feiss Kriviskey
  Susanne Matsen
  Mike and Kathy McCormick
  Frederick J. Mock
  Gary Rittenmeyer
  Peggy O’Neil Skinner
  Lynn Taylor and Doug Hurley
  Carol and Harry Thomas
  Tove Lund

Miles Sand & Gravel
Maureen Morris
Mount Rainier Guest Services
Mountaineers Books
Nisqually Department of Natural 
Resources
Nisqually Indian Tribe
Nisqually Valley Farm
Northwest Outdoor Center
Olympia Symphony Orchestra
Olympic Printer Resources
Orion Whitewater Rafting
Mollie and Justin Parsons
Patagonia
Pioneer Farm Museum and 
  Ohop Village
Marion Pollmann Ceramics
Beth Redfi eld
James and Etsuko Reistroff er
Riverman Guide Service
RMI Expeditions
Mike and Maria Ruth
Mike and Ann Ryherd
Salish Sea Organic Liqueurs
San Juan Island Inn Collection
San Juan Safaris
Cindy Schorno
Seattle Mariners
Sound Native Plants
South Sound Running
Donald Spencer
George Spencer
Star City Acupuncture
Starry Hill Observatory
Stefanie Brooks Interior Design
Joanne Stellini and Gwill Ging
Stewart's Meat Market
David and Jane Stone
Stottle Winery
Gerald Suzawith and Kristin Blalack
Tacoma Power Natural Resources
Tacoma Rainiers
Taylor Shellfi sh Farms
Tenas, Creek, Inc.
The 5th Avenue Theatre
The Matador
Three Magnets Brewing Co.
Top Rung Brewing
Bill Tweit
TwinStar Credit Union
Vic's Pizzeria
Louise Wackerle
George Walter
Washington Center for the 
  Performing Arts
Washington Rock Quarries
Wellspring Spa at Mount Rainier

Mimi Williams
Winter's Hill Vineyard
Wolf Haven International
Zestful Gardens

  Alice Wilson
  Susan Wolcher
In memory of Jerri Lee Petersen
  Nancy Riordan
In memory of Judy Scavone
  Janet Liddle and Pat Kennedy
In honor of Margaret Ho
  Nina Bordeaux
In memory of Martin Collamore
  Sara Butler
  Kevin Dunbar
In memory of Robert Zimmerman
  Audrey Zimmerman
  Margaret Hauge
  Dianne Ludwig



B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s
Brian Sullivan, President
Mary Gentry, Vice President
Kathy Mix, Secretary
Suzanne Nelson, Treasurer
Roger Andrascik
Lloyd Fe  erly
Ann Harrie
Brad Jones
Mar  n McCallum
Sean Smith
Sunny Thompson
Ka  e Wilcox

B o a r d  M e m b e r  E m e r i t u s
George Walter

S t a f f
Joe Kane, Execu  ve Director
Kim Bredensteiner, Associate Director
Susan Callender, Development Manager
Charly Kearns, Land Steward
Nikki Dizon, Opera  ons Associate
Addie Schlussel, Stewardship Assistant
Henry Smith, Administra  ve Assistant

O f f i c e
Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually Na  onal    
  Wildlife Refuge 
Old Educa  on Center
100 Brown Farm Road NE
Olympia, WA 98516

Ma i l i n g  A d d r e s s
1420 Marvin Road SE                                
Suite C, PMB 243        
Lacey, WA  98516

Telephone: (360) 489-3400
E-mail: staff @nisquallylandtrust.org
Website: www.nisquallylandtrust.org


