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Salmon Project Spawns New High School Campus
S T E M  S i t e  A d j o i n s  O h o p  R e s t o r a t i o n

Land Trust launches Marine Initiative to protect Puget Sound (page 5)

In a collaboration believed to be the first of its kind in 
the state, the Land Trust has transferred a three-acre 

farmyard and historic buildings to the Eatonville School 
District for development as a high-school Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) campus.

The campus site was carved out of the Land Trust’s 414-
acre Ohop Creek Restoration project. Eatonville students 
will use the site to grow and produce farm products for 
the school, other students, and a local family agency.

Over a century ago, dairy farmers ditched Ohop Creek 
to drain the Ohop Valley, which had a devastating impact 
on salmon that use the creek. As part of the Nisqually 
Salmon Recovery Plan, the Land Trust, the Nisqually 
Indian Tribe, and a host of local, state, and federal 

The historic structures from the 
Burwash farmyard will be given 
new life in the Eatonville School 
District’s STEM program. 

 (continued page 4)
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                     O U R  M I S S I O N       

The Nisqually Land Trust acquires and 
manages critical lands to permanently 
benefit the water, wildlife, and people of 
the Nisqually River Watershed.

2016 Annual Meeting
and Salmon Bake

Join us for a picnic-style dinner and an update of Land Trust activities. 
Watch our website for more information at www.nisquallylandtrust.org.

September 18th
4 to 7:30 pm

at Odd Fellows Park 
in Olympia, WA

Recently the Land Trust received a call from a concerned citizen 
reporting an oil spill in our Ohop Valley protected area. Land 

Steward Charly hurried to the site to investigate and found, to everyone’s 
relief, that it was actually a naturally occurring surface film (above).

Surface films develop on stagnant or slow-moving water from any 
combination of pollen, dust, algae and decomposing plant oils. They can 
look a lot like spilled motor oil, but they behave differently. If you poke a 
suspected oil slick with a stick and it breaks apart (above photo), it’s from 
a natural source. If it doesn’t, then it’s likely motor or kitchen oil.

Oil spills have serious implications for wetlands. If something looks 
suspicious it’s best to err on the side of caution and report it to the 
Washington State Department of Ecology, at (800) 424-8802. e

Oil Spill Double-Take

This event is 
generously 

sponsored by:

“Oil” on Ohop Creek: Natural, or pollution?



       

Land Trust Makes History with Microsoft Carbon Deal
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The Land Trust and Microsoft have made national 
news and local history by completing the state’s 

first-ever “carbon credit” transaction.

News of the deal made the Seattle Times, the New 
York Times, the Tacoma News-Tribune, the Olympian, 
radio stations KPLU and KUOW, and over a hundred 
other media outlets nationwide.

To simplify, as part of its voluntary $20 million-
a-year initiative to offset 100 percent of its carbon 
emissions worldwide, Microsoft has paid the Land Trust 
for carbon stored on a 520-acre property within our 
Mount Rainier Gateway Reserve, near Ashford. 

As trees grow, they pull, or “sequester,” carbon 
pollution from the atmosphere and help reduce the 
impacts of climate change. The amount of carbon and 
the rate at which the Land Trust’s trees are sequestering 
it has been verified under California’s rigorous cap-and-
trade program, the country’s only regulated carbon-
credit program.

Microsoft purchased 35,000 carbon credits, the 
equivalent of taking 6,000 cars off the road. If we had 
not acquired the property and eliminated commercial 
harvest of the trees, much of that carbon would have 
been released into the atmosphere. 

“This is a game changer,” said Land Trust Executive 
Director Joe Kane. “There are 28 land trusts in the state, 
and we all face a common problem: How are we going 
to finance stewardship of our conservation properties 
over the long haul?

“The carbon market might hold an answer. As these 
trees grow, they’ll continue to generate new credits. 
Potentially, we have a perpetual stewardship fund.”

The forest Microsoft has invested in provides habitat 
for at least fifteen different wildlife species, including 
marbled murrelets and northern spotted owls, which are 
listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act.

Mike Ryherd, right, holds 
the certificate verifying that 
he and his wife, Anne, were 
the winning bidders for 25 
carbon credits at the Land 
Trust’s annual auction. 

The Ryherds’ credits are the 
first ever to be retired to 
offset the carbon emissions of 
private individuals in South 
Puget Sound. They are the equivalent of approximately one-half 
of an average local household’s annual carbon emissions.

However, Kane said, the project was a “big gamble. It 
took over two years and was enormously expensive for 
us, with no guarantee of success.

 “But the carbon-credit model holds huge potential 
for the climate, for our forests, and for land trusts. 
Somebody had to step up. We consider it our job to 
be a conservation innovator, so we gave ourselves the 
assignment.”

The Washington Environmental Council (WEC) 
partnered with the Land Trust. WEC’s Paula Swedeen, 
one of the nation’s leading authorities on carbon 
markets, was the project’s lead developer. 

“It was a rigorous process,” she said. “But it has to 
be. California companies are legally required to meet 
emissions standards, and there can’t be any question 
about what work the forest is doing. The data has to be 
rock-solid.”

Meanwhile, she said, WEC wanted to demonstrate 
to other Washington businesses that a carbon project 
can be done. “We wanted to pair carbon financing with 
forest conservation right here at home.” 

This is the first time a business has purchased credits 
in Washington State. “Microsoft has set an example,” 
Kane said. “And this is a carbon project you can walk 
around on. How cool is that?” e



Land Trust Salmon Project Spawns Eatonville Campus
( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  c o v e r )

partners have converted 1.8 miles of ditch back into 
2.4 miles of meandering, salmon-friendly stream.

The project included purchase of the 114-acre 
Burwash Farm and its historic home and outbuildings, 
which were slated for demolition. 

The school district will restore the buildings and 
develop a hand’s-on agricultural curriculum with Pacific 
Lutheran University, the Eatonville Family Agency, 
and the GRUB program at Olympia High School. 
Pierce County funded purchase of the farmstead 
through its Conservation Futures program.

District Superintendent Krestin Bahr and Land Trust 
consultant Eric Erler spent over a year working out the 
intricacies of the transfer.

In partnership with the Nisqually River Education Project, hundreds of elementary school students—many from Eatonville— have 
helped replant the Ohop site in the last few years. Students will grow food for the Eatonville community on the STEM campus.

Over the past two years the Land Trust has had the 
good fortune to engage consultant Eric Erler to handle 
some of our most complex projects, including 
the creation of the Eatonville School District 
STEM campus (cover) and the launch of our 
Nisqually Marine Initiative (page 5).

Many people know Eric as the former 
executive director of Capitol Land Trust, 
which he led for fourteen years and helped 
build into one of the most effective and 
respected land trusts in the state.

Since stepping down from that position, in 2014, 

Eric

Eric has divided his time between consulting for 
organizations and private landowners and indulging 

his passion for biking, kayaking, skiing, and 
general revelry in the outdoors. 

“Eric’s experience, intelligence, and 
commitment are unmatched,” said Land 
Trust Executive Director Joe Kane, who has 
collaborated with Eric on many projects 
over the years, including the founding of the 
Washington Association of Land Trusts. “He’s 
a natural resource unto himself, and we’re 
lucky to have him.”

“This is a story of cooperation, creativity and 
commitment at every level,” Eric said. “Krestin had a 
unique vision of what this site could be, and it 
inspired all of us to help make it happen.”

Superintendent Bahr said the district will work with 
Pierce County, the Eatonville Historical Society and the 
town “to preserve not only the structures but the stories 
of a farm in rural America,” with special attention to 
Native American influences. “This site has been very 
important to Eatonville residents, and we look forward 
to incorporating the past into our students’ futures.” e

4               Summer 2016 | www.nisquallylandtrust.org                   



Land Trust Launches Nisqually Marine Initiative

After 27 years of focusing on the Nisqually 
Watershed’s freshwater systems – its rivers and 

streams – the Land Trust has launched the Nisqually 
Marine Initiative, which will expand our conservation 
efforts into Puget Sound.

“This is a natural extension of the work we’ve been 
doing all along,” said Lands Committee Chair George 
Walter. “The freshwater and marine environments are 
really one big system. We’ve worked very successfully 
with freshwater habitat, but marine conditions have 
steadily deteriorated and are growing more urgent by 
the day.” 

The Land Trust has had a long but limited presence 
in the marine waters, through its land purchases in 
support of the Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually Wildlife Refuge, 
at the mouth of the Nisqually River. 

In 2011, the Washington Department of Natural 
Resources established the Nisqually Reach Aquatic 
Reserve, a designation assigned to approximately 
19,000 acres and 39 miles of marine shoreline habitat 
in southern Puget Sound adjacent to the Refuge. 

The Reserve extends from the Nisqually River Delta 
across the Nisqually Reach to the 
shores of McNeil Island. 

In 2014, with support from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Land Trust completed a 
preliminary assessment of conservation needs and 
potential opportunities for protecting priority marine 
habitats in support of the Reserve. 

Last year, we extended that research by hiring 
consultant Eric Erler to lead an assessment of strategic 
opportunities and challenges across the entirety of the 
Nisqually marine environment. More than 20 watershed 
stakeholders contributed insights and recommendations 
for the assessment.

And in September, as part of adopting our 2016-
2020 Strategic Plan, the Land Trust Board of Directors 
voted to expand our mission to include conservation of 
marine habitats as a strategic priority.

The Marine Conservation Initiative will build upon 
the work of the Land Trust’s watershed partners and 
establish its strategic focus in cooperation with them. 
“We can bring unique resources to the table,” said 
George Walter. “Our capacity has grown, and I’m 
confident that we can expand beyond the Nisqually 
Watershed.” e

Our recent acquisition in the Hogum 
Bay protected area enhances the 
protection of the pocket estuary at 
Mallard Cove, on Puget Sound.
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And this time as I exhaled, I felt a whole lot of 
tension go with it. I didn’t even know I was tense! But 
there it went, downriver without me.  It felt great. 

So I did it some more. It was five minutes of total 
relaxation and restoration. When I turned around 
to rejoin the work party I was even prouder of the 
work we’d just finished and of the Land Trust’s 
accomplishments over the past year. 

We’re making new friends and gaining more support 
all the time. And we’re finding new ways to be more 
effective in our mission to protect and restore the lands 
in our care. But best of all, we are creating places and 
opportunities for folks to have special moments. 

Safe water for salmon, healthy habitat for dozens of 
other creatures, and beautiful restorative places for us 
and our children to enjoy. Strong work!

I hope you can join us on one of our nature walks 
or float trips this summer, so that you can have your 
moment, too. e

See you on the river!

When was the last time you 
just sat and watched the 

river go by? Really just sat there 
and did nothing but let your 
thoughts drift with the current? 

It had been quite a while for 
me, until just recently, when I 
was on a work party with Claire 
and Charly and a handful of our 

awesome volunteers. We had just finished pulling scotch 
broom and blackberry on one of our restored and 
protected properties on the Mashel River when I found 
myself along its shore. 

I looked at the water for just a moment and smiled, 
then turned to go, because I had so much else to do. 
Then I realized that was like me every day – rushing on 
to the next thing that needs doing, and the next… And 
the river had been waiting for me all along.

So I sat down on a rock, fixed my gaze on the patient 
river, and exhaled one of those long, sighing breaths. 
You know the kind. With my next breath I took in 
the river’s scent: moss, maple, salmonberry blossom, 
something decaying, spicy “dread” herb Robert (we’ll 
get him next time).

2 0 1 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

Nisqually River Therapy

Board President

JW

You are invited to explore special Land Trust protected areas throughout the 
Nisqually Watershed (Pierce and Thurston Counties) on these free guided 
tours. RSVP is required to attend and space is limited. Please contact us at 

staff@nisquallylandtrust.org or 360-489-3400 to reserve your spot.

Petersen Farm 
in Yelm 

August 27th | 10 am - 12:30 pm

Mount Rainier Gateway Reserve 
near Ashford

July 9th | 10 am  - 1 pm

Boxcar Canyon 
near Eatonville 

August 6th | 10 am - 1 pm

Join us for the last THREE walks of the summer: 

2 0 1 5
Annual Report

These walks 
are generously 
sponsored by:

graphic designed by Freepik
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These charts were derived from an independent audit 
by Aiken & Sanders, CPA, and represent the financial 
position of the Nisqually Land Trust as of December 31, 
2015. For more information or copies of our audit, visit 
our website at www.nisquallylandtrust.org or call us at 
360.489.3400.

2015 F I N A N C I A L  S N A P S H OT

Condensed Balance Sheet
Cash
Conservation Land
Equipment (minus depreciation)
Investments & Other
Receivable
Prepaid Expense	
Total Assets

Current Liabilities
Other Liabilities
Net Assets
Total Liabilities and Net Assets

Condensed Statement of Activities
Support and Revenue
Grants and Contributions
In-Kind Donations
Fundraising
Earned Income
Interest and Dividend Income
Other Revenue
Total Support and Revenue

Expenses
Land Acquisitions
Conservation Program Services
Management and General
Fundraising
Total Expenses
Net Result

 $518,003
$22,482,887

$8,497
$993,970
$150,514

$8,978
$24,162,849

$52,110
$0

$24,110,739
$24,162,849

$1,311,616
$1,163

$113,157
$80,538
$31,887

$729
$1,539,090

$798,321
$523,879
$108,268
$85,477

$1,515,945
$23,145

Percentage of Total Expenses

	  Land Acquisition, 53%

       Conservation Program 	
	  Services, 35%

	  Management and 		
	  General, 7%

	  Fundraising, 5%

O U R  I M PA C T  I N  2015 

S Over two miles and 240 acres of salmon shoreline 
       permanently protected; 5,125 total acres protected 
       to date

S $8,785,535 raised for acquisition of conservation  
       properties

S 3,901 hours donated by 349 volunteers to 
       improve wildlife habitat on Land Trust properties

S 30,600 native plants installed; over 245,000 planted 
       to date

S 38 acres of invasive ivy, blackberry and scotch 
       broom removed to improve wildlife habitat

2 0 1 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2015 P R O G R A M  PA R T N E R S

Eatonville School District
Evergreen State College 
Federal Highway Administration
JBLM Personnel
Mount Rainier National Park 
Mount Tahoma Trails Association 
Nisqually Indian Tribe 
Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge 
Nisqually River Council 
Nisqually River Education Project 
Nisqually River Foundation 
Nisqually Stream Stewards 
Northwest Natural Resource Group 
Northwest Trek 
Pierce Conservation District/Stream Team 
South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement Group 
Thurston County 
Thurston Conservation District 
U.S.E.P.A. Western Ecology Division
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
WA Department of Commerce
WA Department of Transportation
Washington Conservation Corps
Washington Environmental Council
Washington Service Corps/AmeriCorps 
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Thank You
2 0 1 5  D O N O R S

The Nisqually Land Trust gratefully acknowledges the individuals, 
businesses, foundations and agencies that have generously supported our 
work. Reflected below are contributions received or pledged between 
January 1 and December 31, 2015.

DONORS
	Charter Members
	Forever Fund Donors
	Three consecutive years+

$20,000 and above
Anonymous

$10,000 -$19,999
Ward and Rita Willits 

$5,000 - $9,999
Combined Fund Drive  

Anonymous Donors
Caroline Feiss and Gordon 

Davidson 
Jeffrey Michelson
Olympia Federal Savings 
Retail Management Solutions, 

LLC 

$3,000 - $4,999
Connie and Dennis Gradoville 


Hancock Natural Resource 
Group 

Fred and Mary Gentry 

$1,000-2,999
Anonymous 
Ray and Glenda Bednar
CalPortland 
Jack and Marie Cameron
Douglas Canning  
Cardno 
Conservation Forestry, LLC 
Javila Creer
Gair Crutcher 
Ed Fleisher 
Mary Foster and Burke Garrett 


Russell Fox 
Russell Frank
Robert and Patricia Hayes 
Debby Hyde and Bob 

Hennings
Steve and Yael Klein, Klein 

Family Foundation 
Wildlife Forever Fund 
Mike McGee 
John Mounts 
Judy and Michael O’Neill, 

Bernard Abrahms 
Foundation 

Rick and Pam Panowicz 
Prairie Hotel
Puget Sound Energy 
ReSolve 
Retail Management Solutions 
RV Associates, Inc.
Judith Scavone 
Suzanne Shafer
John and Clare Sleeter 
Joanne Stellini and Gwill Ging 


David and Louise Stonington
Brian Sullivan and Anna Leon-

Guerrero 
Paula Swedeen and Candyce 

Burroughs 
The Conservation Fund, Tom 

Pinit and Evan Smith

Virginia Walter 
Alex Young, Merrill Lynch 

Wealth Management 

$500-$999
Steve and Mary Barger 
Philip and Harriett Beach 
Dwight and Sharon Bergquist-

Moody 
Bracy and Thomas Land 

Surveyors
Patt Brady and Fred Fiedler 
Larry Corbin 
Jane Corliss
Steve Craig 
Barbara Craven 
William and Joan Cullen 
Sandy and Laura Desner, 

Deskoba 
Ruta and Patrick Fanning 
Patricia Fluhrer 
JW and Nicki Foster 
John Grettenberger and Mary 

Mahaffy 
Camille and Earl Hale
Todd and Sergia Hay 
Buck and Tricia James
Brian and Bobbi Kerr 
Joseph E. Lovejoy 
Paul and Lita Luvera
Martin and Val McCallum 
Kathy Mix
Bliss and Shirley Moore 
National Fish & Oyster Co. 
Edward & Patricia O’Brien
Ginger Phalen and Jeff Chan 


Mike and Ann Ryherd 
Deborah Sample
Eric Slagle & Nancy Hanna 
Ed and Lasha Steinweg 
Glenn Sutt 
Jean Takekawa 
VanNess Feldman 
George Walter 
Debbie Young and Bruce 

Dunlop

$250-499
Gary Benson 
Dan Berschauer and Phyllis 

Edwards 
Dan and Diana Boden 
Barbara and Tom Cook 
Jon and Joy Duerr 
Bill and Cathy Elledge 
Lloyd and Patricia Fetterly 
Herberta Gray 
Martin Healy 
Bob and Katherine Heck 
Kathryn and Albie Jarvis
Joe Kane 
Bonnie Kavanaugh 
Robert and Noelle Kimball
William Kogut and Ann Eure 


Janet Liddle and Pat Kennedy 
Kimble Malcom 
Nikki McClure and Jay Scott
John and Linda Murtfeldt 
Bob Myrick
Nancy Wright

Mary and Scott Oliver 
Craig Partridge and  Lou Ann 

Dunlap 
Cleve and Marty Pinnix
Randy & Chris Rahn
Ryan Mello
Richard Schneider
Sound Native Plants 
Fredric and Marilyn Tausend 


Sandra and Steve Wall
Tim Walter 
David and Wendy Welch 
Jill Whitma and Don Marsee 


Mark Williams
Robert and Audrey 

Zimmerman

$100-249
Jan and Ray Aller
Martha Anderson 
Rick and Melissa Anderson
Marian Bailey and Mark 

Mahaffey 
Tanya Barnett and Jay Geck
Ken and Nell Batker 
Paul and Shirley Battan
Geri and Emilia Beardsley
Dana Botka 
Judy Bourgault 
Mary Ellen Bradely 
Maryln Brady
Stephen Bray and Diane 

Dakin 
Lisa Breckenridge
Marilyn Bucsko 
Nancy Clark
Edward and Betty Coates 
Combined Fund Drive - City of 

Seattle
Kathleen Connor
Art and Magda Costantino 
Jennifer Cutler and Craig 

Bowhay 
Clydia Cuykendall 
Pam Davee
Bobbee Davidson 
Jeff deGraan
Lea Dickerson 
Charles Dodge 
Jeanette Dorner 
Liz Douglas and Greg Hamblin
John and Marilyn Erickson 
Richard Frederick 
Leonor and Jay Fuller
Gretchen and David Gacetta
Cynthia Gage and Hannah 

May
Christine Garst 
Mary Sue and Arthur Gee 
Diane and Dan Hamilton 
Mary Harrington
Kevin Haughton and Rachel  

Wood 
Thomas and Barbara Hemphill
Adrienne Hidy
Sayre Hodgson and Chris  

Hawkins
Linda and David Hoffman 
Gregory and Louise Hull
Steve & Beth Hyer

Jim Park and Barb Wood 
Tore Johnson and Thomas 

Carver 
John Kandola
Bob Kane 
Randy and Sally King
Linda Kunze and Gordon  

White 
Niel Lawrence and Eileen  

LeVan 
Florian Leischner and Beth 

Lovelady
Doreen Ligrano
Michael Ligrano and Rachelle 

Meenach-Ligrano
Jeff and Elizabeth Loyer 
Steve Lundin and Linda 

Bondurant 
Susan and Wis Macomson 
Jane and Richard McCurdy 
Florence and George McGraw 


Fred and Barbara Michelson 
Charles and Carole Mills 
Mount Tahoma Trails 

Association
Glynnis Nakai 
Nancy Nelson and Dan Fender 
Scott and Gail Nicholson 
Argal and Diane Oberquell 
Ralph Oldroyd 
Ed Owens 
Donald and Margaret Paffrath 


Melanie Piccin
Jim and Mary Anne Pitchford 


K.C. and Wendy Platzer
Stephen Posner
Donovan and Meredith 

Rafferty 
Virginia Ratliff and Dennis 

Schaffer 
Beth Redfield 
Steve and Beth Redman, 
Wilderness Edge Cabin
Mary Reinhart 
Eric and Brianna Richardson 


Sandra and Fred Romero 
Andrew Ryan
Rick Sandler and Loretta 

Seppanen
Jim Schwartz
Sarah Scott and Bill Compher
Katherine Seel 
Emily Sergent
Donna Snow 
Julia Sokoloff and David 

Foster
Greg Sorlie and Gale 

Blomstrom
Alison Spencer
Charles Stephens
Pete Stoltz and Rebecca King 


Dan Stonington and Hannah 
Yourd 

Kristin Swenddal 
Dave and Barbara Uberuaga 


Karen Valenzuela 

Jack Ward 
Dianne Weaver
Wellspring Spa at Mt. Rainier, 

Sunny Thompson 
Jim and Beth Wilcox 
Charles Wilkinson and 

Melanie Ito
Polly Zehm 

$99 and under
Genevieve Alexander
Laura Allingham
Roger and Karen Andrascik
Michelle Andrews 
Nancy Axell 
Greg and Diana Bargmann 
Hank and Judy Bernard 
Ed Blake
Michael Blum
Dan and Bobbi Bode
Mary Lee Collins
Susan Connors
Steve Cross
Sharon Cummins 
Megan Davis 
Carolina deLeeuw 
George Dimitroff
Eric Dingeldein
Lorraine Ely-Morrison
Brook Foster
Fred Meyer Rewards Program 

(Kroger)
Rosa Beth Gibson
Carolyn and Tim Graden
Steve and Kathryn Hamilton 

Wang
Thomas Hargrove
Jim and Carolyn Harmon 
Jack and Susan Havens
Philip Heller 
Benjamin Henwood
Chad Hull
Troy Hull
Beth and Lech Ilem 
Lea Insua
Judith Jacobsen 
Kayla Jenkins
Erika Joeres-Broska
John Selsky
Nicki Johnson 
Tamara Kelly
Caitlin Kenney
Byrna and Robert Klavano 
Gary Koshi
Walter Kuciej and Maryann 

Meaney 
Harold and Vicki Lewis 
Daniel Locke
Kathleen Lynch
Mary and August McKenna
Chris Maun and Jane Poole 
Billie Mazzei
Kimberly McGilvery
Roger and Diana McMaster
Norm and Pamela Mead
Vicki Merkel
Ian Mooser 
Sally Nole
Janet Norris
Art Pavey
Ken and Karen Peck
Sharon Perkins
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Chris Peterson
Mark Pree
Helen Pressley
Emily Ray
Karelina Resnick 
Jack and Donna Rice 
Patricia Richards
Edward Salminen
Patricia Sanborn
Alan Schmauder
Judith Schuler 
Paul and Po-May Shell 
Judith Smith
Linda Strever and Barry 

Troutman 
Stephanie Suter
Kristin Swenddal
Curtis and Wendy Tanner
Amy Tousley
Juliet Van Eenwyk
Lois Ward
Gary Wilburn
Joe and Marilyn Williams 
Bruce Wulkan

Memorials and Honorariums
In memory of John Corliss

Jane Corliss
Geri and Emilia Beardsley
Cynthia Gage and Hannah 

May 

In memory of Don Perry
Ray and Glenda Bednar

In memory of David Oldroyd
Ralph Oldroyd

In memory of Judy Scavone
Steve and Beth Redman
Bob Myrick
Erika Joeres-Broska
Sunny Thompson
Sarah Scott and Bill Compher
Mary Foster and Burke 

Garrett
Beth Redman
Marilyn Bucsko

In honor of Gair and Rick 
Crutcher
	 Thomas and Barbara 

Hemphill

In honor of Elaine Erickson and 
Carla Galloway
	 Kathryn and Albie Jarvis

In honor of Greg and Louise 
Hull

Genevieve Alexander
Kimberly McGilvery
Troy Hull
Chad Hull
Tamara Kelly

In honor of Joe Kane and JW 
Foster

Sandra and Fred Romero

In honor of Clare Kane and 
Sofia Kane

Nancy Axell

In honor of Pat Kennedy and 
Janet Liddle

Javila Creer

In honor of Elizabeth Siegel’s 
Birthday

Alison Spencer

In honor of George Walter
Tim Walter

In honor of Paula Swedeen
Pam Davee

In-Kind Donors
Ray and Jan Aller
Alderbrook Resort and Spa	
Allstate Insurance Agency, 
Ronelle Funk	
Anthony’s Restaurants
Ashford Creek Pottery
Kristin Blalack and Gerald 

Suzawith	
Patt Brady and Fred Fiedler
Ruth Bravetti		
Kim Bredensteiner	
Pete Bryan	
C.I Shenanigans
Terry Carson	
Lee Christopherson	
Cedar Creek Treehouse
Steve Craig	
Crossfit Olympia
Curtright and Son Tribal Art
Dan’s Mobile Detail

Dirty Man Soap Co.
Thomas Dizon	
Earth Friendly Products
Greg Falxa	
Fish Brewing Company
Karen Fraser	
Copper Creek Inn
Gardner’s Restaurant
Mary and Fred Gentry	
Thomas Ginsburg and Bianca 

Stoner
Gordon’s Garden Center
Hands On Children’s Museum
Harlequin Productions
Holroyd Company, Inc.
Eric and Rachel Homchick
Hot Yoga Olympia
Indochine, Tacoma
Raymond Isola	
Dee Johnson	
Brad Jones	
Barbara Karshmer and Des 

Whitchurch	
Charly Kearns	
Kohout’s Automotive & 
Alignment Center
Anne Kroeker and Richard 

Leeds	
LaDonna Kruger	
Loowit Art Glass
Kimbal Malcom	
Daniel Marcotte
Marion Pollmann Ceramics
The Mark
The Matador	
Kit Metlen
Mountaineers Books
Mount Rainier Guest Services
John Mounts
Andrea Brannon, Mt. Rainier 

Art Studio	
National Fish and Oyster Co.
Nisqually Department of 

Natural Resources
Nisqually Indian Tribe
Northwest Outdoor Center
Northwest Trek Wildlife Park
Olympic Printer Resources
Orca Network
Orion Whitewater Rafting
Patagonia

Pioneer Farm Museum and 
Ohop Village

Point Defiance Zoo and 
Aquarium

Cheryl Larson-Popek	
Port of Olympia 
Beth Redfield	
Susan Rosen & Associates
Mike and MariaRuth
Mike and Ann Ryherd	
Carl Safina
Judy Scavone	
Graham Schodda	
Cindy Schorno	
Doug Scrima, Artists’ Gallery
Judy Scott
Seattle Mariners
Seattle Seahawks
Sheriff John Snaza	
Donna Snow	
Sound Native Plants	
South Puget Sound Salmon 

Enhancement Group
Stefanie Brooks Interior Design
Stottle Winery
Brian Sullivan and Anna Leon-

Guerrero	
Taylor Shellfish Farms
Terra Blanca Winery
The Inn at Mallard Cove
Three Magnets Brewing Co.
Thurston County Coroner’s 

Office
Top Rung
Bill Tweit
TwinStar Credit Union
Vic’s Pizzeria	
Louise Wackerle	
Laraine Wade	
Washington Center for the 

Performing Arts
Washington Rock Quarries
Pam Wells	
Wellspring Spa at Mount 

Rainier
Wilcox Farms, Inc
Wild Birds Unlimited, Olympia
Wild Birds Unlimited, Puyallup
Mimi Williams	
Winter’s Hill Vineyard
Wolf Haven International

Zestful Gardens

Foundation and Agency
Contributors
Amazon Smile
Community Foundation of 

South Puget Sound
Community Sustaining Fund of 

Thurston County
Darden Foundation
Fred Meyer Community 

Rewards
Greater Tacoma Community 

Foundation
Nisqually Charitable Fund
Rose Foundation
Pierce County Conservation 

District
Pierce County Conservation 

Futures
Sustainable Path Foundation
Thurston County Conservation 

Futures
USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
WA Department of Ecology
WA Department of Fish and 

Wildlife 
WA State Recreation and 

Conservation Office: 
Puget Sound Acquisition 

and Restoration Fund
Salmon Recovery Funding 

Board 
WA Wildlife & Recreation 

Program
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency

We’ve done our best to 
produce an accurate list of our 
2015 donors, but if we missed 
you, our apology, and please 
contact Nikki Dizon at staff@
nisquallylandtrust.org. Thanks!

2 0 1 5  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

We honor the memories of friends who have gone before us and 
generously provided for a better future for the Nisqually Watershed 

through gifts from their estates. 

Bequests received in 2015:

Suzanne Shaefer
The Jane Willits Trust

By including the Land Trust in your estate plan, 
you will protect the health of our land and water for future generations.

Talk with your family, talk with your advisor, 
then talk with us.

Contact Executive Director Joe Kane at 
360-489-3400 or jkane@nisquallylandtrust.org to learn more.

“A society grows great 
when old men plant trees 

whose shade they know they 
shall never sit in.” 
-Greek Proverb
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George Walter, who founded the Land Trust in 1989 
and served as its president from 1989-2012, retired 

from the Board of Directors in May after almost three 
decades of service. 

We’re happy to report that George 
will continue to chair our Lands 
Committee, which coordinates 
acquisition and stewardship of 
the Land Trust’s properties. It is 
difficult to capture the profound 
impact George has had on 
conservation in the Nisqually 
Watershed. During his tenure 
with the Land Trust, we have 
permanently protected over 5,000 
acres of wildlife habitat. 

That alone is a tremendous legacy. But 
as a long-time employee of the Nisqually Indian 
Tribe’s Natural Resources Department, as a former chair 
of the Nisqually River Council, and as the close ally and 

27 Years of Service, a Lifetime of Dedication
 G e o r g e  Wa l t e r  r e t i r e s  f r o m  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

Top, circle: George, at the beginning of it all, circa 1989. Left: George shares his wealth of watershed knowledge with 
participants on the Nisqually River Float Trip in 2009. Center: George has worn many hats over the years, including 
Salmon Bake Chef and dad to Margaret, Ellen and Aaron (pictured, 2003). Right: Past President George takes in the 
sights at the Tatrimima property with current President JW Foster. George has led several Nature Walks since the program’s 
inception in 2013.

confidante of the late Nisqually leader Billy Frank Jr., 
George has played an even larger role.

In 1980, when George helped draft the plan to 
restore and manage the Nisqually Watershed, 

only 3 percent of the Nisqually River 
shoreline was protected. Today, 78 

percent of the shoreline enjoys 
permanent conservation status, 
making the Nisqually one of the 
most well-protected rivers in the 
state. 

George has been at the center 
of achieving that remarkable 

progress, which the Puget Sound 
Partnership recognized in 2012, 

when it gave George its Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

We are immensely grateful for his leadership, 
his friendship, his inspiration, and his passionate 
commitment to our mission. Thank you, George! e
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Thomas A. Ginsburg moved 
on from the Board of Directors 
at the end of 2015. This April 
the Land Trust gave Tom its 
first Above and Beyond Award 
for his outstanding service to 
the Nisqually Watershed in 
the boardroom, in the field, 
and at Land Trust events. In 
his spare time he continues to 

volunteer as a Site Steward at one of the Red Salmon 
Creek properties. Tom, thank you for sharing your 
enthusiasm, unabated energy, and great sense of 
humor.                    

Thank you also to our most recent Stewardship 
Interns, Hannah Andrascik and Julian Strodel. 

Hannah first volunteered with the Land Trust 
last November to assist with student planting events, 
which eventually morphed into an internship. Hannah 

Farewell Friends
has since embarked on a new 
adventure with the Student 
Conservation Association at 
Shenandoah National Park.    

Julian graduated from The 
Evergreen State College in June 
after interning with us for his 
final semester. He assisted with 
spring weed control and seedling 

maintenance and conducted an intensive bird survey 
of the Ohop Valley restoration 
site, which will provide us 
with valuable data.  After 
graduation, Julian will pursue a 
career in conservation. 

We are grateful for the hard 
work Hannah and Julian put in 
(always with a smile) and wish 
them the best of luck!

Volunteering is a family affair!

Tom Hannah

Julian

Welcome Aboard!

Roger Andrascik joined 
the Nisqually Land Trust 
board last December, after 
retiring from the National 
Park Service, where he was 
responsible for natural and 
cultural resource management 
programs throughout his career.  
He most recently worked at 

Mount Rainier National Park and served as the park’s 
representative on the Nisqually River Council. 

Roger is passionate about the Land Trust’s mission 
and is dedicated to the preservation of the Nisqually 
Watershed.  He volunteers as a Nisqually Stream 
Steward and as a site steward for Land Trust property in 
the Eatonville area, where he and his wife, Karen, a first 
grade teacher, have lived since 2002.  They have two 
grown children, Sean and Hannah. 

Roger is also an Eatonville School Board Director.  
He enjoys hiking, backpacking, cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing, and sea kayaking.

Lloyd Fetterly is the newest 
member of the Board of 
Directors. Lloyd and his wife, 
Patricia, live in Tacoma and 
participate in tree planting, 
hiking and birder activities 
in the area.  Both have been 
conservation supporters in 
Washington for many years.

Lloyd is retired from thirty years as an attorney with 
Pierce County. He is pleased to have worked in the past 
on land purchases for the Pierce County Foothills Rails 
to Trails.

Roger

Lloyd
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An Eagle Takes Flight

Tell us about your experiences in the 
Nisqually Watershed and why being 
involved with the Land Trust matters to 
you and you could be featured in a future 
publication! Send your stories and pictures 
to staff@nisquallylandtrust.org.

2011 2016

Above: The reforestation at Trestle Farm will be a long 
process, but look how much it’s already grown in five 
years!  Below: Aspiring Eagle Scout Tristan coordinated 
and raised money for tree planting at the same site that he 
helped plant as a student in 2010.  

What’s Your Story?
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In 2010 Tristan Martinez and his elementary school 
classmates visited our Trestle Farm property in Yelm 

with the Nisqually River Education Project. The goal of 
the program is to plant native trees in the ground and 
seeds of good environmental stewardship in the minds 
of the next generation. 

Five years later, we’re seeing the trees and the 
children grow.

Last winter, inspired by his early exposure to habitat 
restoration, Tristan approached the Land Trust about 
completing an Eagle Scout service project. He returned 
to Trestle Farm with a troop of Boy Scouts and 300 
native trees purchased with funds he’d raised. 

With help from Land Steward Charly Kearns, 
Tristan successfully initiated, organized and executed his 
planting project on the property where it all began.

Bravo Tristan and congratulations on your 
achievement! e



E

A

C

D

Clockwise from top: (A) Office volunteer Mollie Parsons gets 
“down in the weeds” to help us organize our files. (B) Our 
volunteers aren’t afraid to get dirty as they clean up a garbage 
dump site at the bottom of a hill near Eatonville. (C) Charly 
nearly lost our work truck behind the monster pile of scotch 
broom removed by volunteers at Petersen Farm in Yelm. (D) 
More than 60 volunteers helped plant native trees in the Ohop 
Valley for the Land Trust’s Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of 
Service event. (E) Plaid and waders became the “official” work 
party uniform when Outreach Coordinator Cris Peck and 
volunteer Jim Reisstroffer showed up in unintentionally identical 
outfits at a Red Salmon Creek event.

Let’s give a  
for the Land Trust

!

B
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I like to call our stewardship work “habitat farming” 
- we protect, maintain and enhance habitat for 

wildlife, and one of our “yields” is increased wildlife 
populations. We’re elated when we learn about salmon, 
beaver, caddisflies, coyote, birds, elk, and bear on our 
properties. They’re all indicators of good habitat quality 
and connectivity.  

The Lower Ohop Valley is a perfect example. Our 
restoration project there is massive, with a dozen 
partners helping to re-meander the creek and reforest 
the floodplain. The project was designed to benefit 
salmon, particularly Chinook and steelhead trout, but 
the fast-growing plantings and reconnected floodplain 
are providing habitat for amphibians and dozens of bird 
species. The valley is now home to a robust elk herd, 
and we’ve heard reports of a resident black bear for the 
first time in over 30 years! 

We know much of what we know because we’re 
lucky to have volunteers and partner organizations 
that help collect wildlife data through citizen science 
and wildlife surveys. To help keep “common species 
common,” Northwest Trek, the wildlife park near 
Eatonville, brings volunteers to Land Trust properties, 
including the Ohop, to observe and record evidence and 
sightings of the critters using our lands, from stream 
bugs to big mammals. Volunteers from the park also 

Creating the “Wild” for Wildlife
b y  C r i s  P e c k

A sampling of the 196 species documented in the Ohop Creek Restoration wildlife surveys conducted by the Nisqually 
Indian Tribe Natural Resources Department and ICF International. Wildlife cameras caught, left to right: Roosevelt elk, 
northern flicker and coyote. (Photos on this page: Nisqually Indian Tribe & ICF International) 

conduct seasonal amphibian egg mass surveys in the 
Ohop. This ongoing monitoring helps quantify general 
habitat quality and tracks changes over time.

Furthermore, over the past two years, the Nisqually 
Indian Tribe has worked with consulting biologists to 
survey wildlife in the Lower Ohop floodplain. They 
installed nine cameras that captured images of elk 
herds, coyotes, deer, and even beavers! In addition, the 
cameras observed 55 bird species, including first-time 
documentations of black-headed grosbeak, hooded 
merganser, northern harrier, sharp-shinned hawk, and 
western tanager. 

	 Like people of all ages and backgrounds, I 
often become captivated for a few short moments by 
the presence of a wild animal, whether a tiny insect or 
a large mammal. The idea that future generations will 
have the opportunity to experience this sense of awe is 
a cornerstone of why we’re dedicated to land protection 
and habitat restoration in this beautiful watershed. e

Wildlife monitoring equipment installation in the Ohop
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Representatives for our Partner of the Year, 
the Washington Environmental Council
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2016

Conservation 
Dinner andAuction

$134,000+ 
raised for 

Nisqually Watershed 
habitat protection

147 
AUCTION 

ITEM
DONATIONS

56
FOREVER

FUND 
DONATIONS

29 
EVENT 

VOLUNTEERS

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THE 2016 EVENT 
OUR MOST SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER EVER!

Fun-Loving Guests

229 
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Two Trips Available: Saturday, July 23rd and Sunday, July 24th

9 am - 4 pm (return time is approximate) with departure from Wilcox Farms in Roy, WA
Join us for a scenic and family-friendly 13-mile river float down the Nisqually River. 

Children must be accompanied by an adult and weigh at least 60 pounds to participate. 
Space is limited and late registrations may be subject to waitlisting.

	 Save a tree! Sign up to receive this 
	 newsletter by e-mail at www.nisqually	
landtrust.org. Please recycle or pass on to a 
friend. Printed on recycled paper. 



Nisqually Land Trust
1420 Marvin Road NE

Suite C PMB 243
Lacey, WA 98516-3878

Change Service Requested

Float the Upper Nisqually River!

$115 per person
includes professional rafting guides, 

equipment, and lunch

Reserve Your Tickets Today:
Online: www.nisquallylandtrust.org
E-mail: staff@nisquallylandtrust.org

Phone: 360-489-3400

Please Note: This activity is not a fundraiser! 
Ticket costs help us cover the expense of 

hosting this memorable experience.

Don’t 
miss 

the boat!

Space is Limited:

Generously sponsored by:

 SUNDAY IS SOLD OUT!


