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More important, the property sits 
amid three parcels that the Land Trust 
owns or is in negotiations for and will 
contribute substantially to creating 
a large block of protected shoreline 
habitat.

When the property came on the 
market last summer the Land Trust 
considered it to be under immediate 
threat. Th e owner, Don Kist, had 
subdivided it into four residential 
lots; there was little doubt that within 

a few months it would be sold and 
developed into rural home sites.  

However, Mr. Kist expressed an 
interest in selling to the Land Trust if 
the property would be permanently 
protected, and a $100,000 grant from 
the Nisqually Indian Tribe enabled us 
to close a deal quickly.  Without this 
act of generosity, the purchase would 
not have been possible.

A critical consideration in the 
purchase was that in this reach of the 
Nisqually the fl oodplain is wide and 
the river meanders freely.  Th is is a 
dynamic process that creates habitat 
and is actively moving the river 
toward the Kist property.  Land Trust 
acquisition will allow the river to 
maintain its natural habitat function 
rather than being constrained by bank 
hardening or other artifi cial means of 
erosion control.

Th e Land Trust has applied for a 
retroactive grant from the Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board for 85 
percent of the purchase price, with 
the Nisqually Tribe’s grant covering 
the required 15 percent match as 
well as stewardship and other costs 
associated with the purchase.  Th e 
project has been highly ranked in the 
current round of SRFB proposals, and 
we are cautiously optimistic that it 
will win funding.

Land Trust Purchases 20 Acres
of Critical Shoreline Salmon Habitat

Th e Land Trust’s purchase of this 20-acre parcel along the Nisqually River’s Middle Reach will 
permanently protect one thousand feet of shoreline that provides rearing habitat for all fi ve species 
of salmon.

Th e Land Trust is pleased to 
announce the purchase of a key 20-
acre parcel on the Th urston County 
bank of the Nisqually River’s Middle 
Reach.  Completed in September 
for $300,000, this acquisition will 
permanently protect approximately 
one thousand feet of shoreline in 
a section of the river that provides 
rearing habitat for all fi ve species 
of salmon and in which spawning 
steelhead and threatened Chinook 
have been documented.
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S u p p o r t e r  S p o t l i g h t

Volunteer Steward Takes on the Big Jobs

For David Hymel, the road to the 
Nisqually watershed began during a 
20-year career with the U.S. Army that 
took him from Fort Lewis to South 
Korea, where he was a public works 
offi  cer for the Army Corps of Engineer 
and learned about “construction, de-
construction, and blowing stuff  up,” as 
he puts it.

Surprisingly, perhaps, many of those 

skills serve him well as a volunteer 
steward for the Land Trust.  When he 
returned from Korea he settled along 
Tanwax Creek, a Nisqually tributary, and 
last spring he saw an ad for the Stream 
Stewards course taught by the Nisqually 
Tribe. Volunteers meet twice a week 
for eight weeks to learn conservation 
techniques appropriate to the Nisqually, 
then commit to forty hours of 
stewardship work in the watershed. 

During the course, David met Land 
Trust Stewardship Coordinator Linda 
Kunze.  Not one to do things in a small 
way, he off ered to take on stewardship 
of our 100-acre Peterson Farm and our 
three-acre Lundgren property in the 
Ohop Valley.  His work list includes not 
only things like organizing weed-pulling 
parties, but also demolishing and 

hauling the many dilapidated buildings 
that dot the properties.

“It’s time to give back,” he says.  “My 
goal is to attract people to that idea, 
and to do it myself.”  His enthusiasm 
has inspired a cadre of friends and 
neighbors to help with the Peterson 
Farm and the Lundgren property, and 
his expertise has saved the Land Trust 
a considerable amount of time and 
money. 

David also has organized local 
landowners to help conserve Tanwax 
Creek; information is available at 
tanwaxcreek.org.

Th e Land Trust’s success owes in large 
part to the dedication of it volunteers. 
Many thanks, David.

David Hymel

Where Does Your Water Come From?
By Joe Kane

If you live in Th urston County, the 
answer is probably the Nisqually River 
watershed.  Not only is the Nisqually 
the largest watershed in southern Puget 
Sound, it is also the largest aquifer— the 
system of natural underground reservoirs 
that captures and holds the water that 
eventually fl ows through our taps.

Th e Nisqually supplies drinking water 
to tens of thousands of people.  From 
October through March, the entire 
City of Olympia depends on it for all of 
its water (and relies on it for some 70 
percent the rest of the year).  Th e city of 
Yelm, too, pumps all of its water from 
the Nisqually aquifers.  Lacey draws 42 
percent of its water from Nisqually, and 
will draw from it even more heavily as 
the city grows.

By conserving and restoring land 
throughout the watershed, we—the 
Land Trust and its members and 
supporters—also play a role in supplying 
clean, safe water to thousands of our 
friends and neighbors. Aquifers depend 
on run-off  from rain and snow to 
recharge.  Undeveloped natural areas 
slow this run-off  and allow more of it to 
be captured before running out to sea.

As land is developed, however, less 
recharge occurs, and more contaminants 
enter the water supply.  Every property 
the Land Trust acquires and protects in 
perpetuity helps to prevent this from 
happening.

So next time you turn on your tap, 
give yourself a small note of thanks for 
the good Nisqually water that fi lls 
your glass.
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Bob Zimmermann and Al Schmauder volunteered on a sunny Saturday in October to remove a 
barbed-wire fence between our Browder and Bartlett properties.  It was a great day’s work that 
reconnected the two properties and kept the fence from ending up in the Nisqually River.  Th ank 
you Al and Bob!

Volunteer Stewards 
Gain Momentum

By Linda Kunze
NLT Stewardship Coordinator

Th e Land Trust’s new stewardship 
program is gaining momentum.  We 
have new volunteer land stewards in 
place, new projects launched, and new 
opportunities each month, including 
one-time as well as ongoing projects.

Our volunteers are critical to the 
stewardship of our wonderful 
properties.  We’ll be conducting 
site visits for you to become 
familiar with them.  We also have 
Volunteer Land Stewards who have 
taken responsibility for individual 
properties and are looking for 
assistance:

Keith Kusler is the Volunteer Land 
Steward for two of the Land Trust’s 
properties on the Mashel River: the 
64-acre Weyco-Mashel parcel adjacent 
to the new Nisqually-Mashel State 
Park and a two-acre parcel upstream.  
Keith could use help controlling non-
native plants.  You can reach him at 
(360) 832-3089.

David Hymel has taken on 
two of our properties on Ohop 
Creek, working to control weeds 
and using his construction 
background to remove unwanted 
buildings and fi ll. You can reach 
him by email at dhymel@u.
washington.edu or by phone, 
(360) 832-8148.

Cheryl Stephan and Mary 
Fitzpatricknetz are controlling 
weeds on our Browder and 
Bartlett properties southeast of 
Yelm.  Th ey work mainly during 
the week.  Contact Cheryl by 
email at valeofh op@hotmail.com 
or Mary by phone at
(360) 894-4462.

Kathryn and Clyde Powell are 
monitoring the boundaries and 
maintaining a presence at the Trent 
property near Roy.

Watch our website for 
announcements about tree 
plantings, weed pullings, and other 
work parties.  For more information, 
call me at (360) 358-1111.  

Th e Land Trust thanks the
following donors for their
generous support of our
Volunteer Stewardship Program:
• The Hugh and Jane Ferguson
   Foundation
• The Agnes J. Waterhouse
   Endowment Fund of The Greater 

Tacoma Community Foundation
• The Sue D. Nilsson Endowment Fund 

of The Greater Tacoma Community 
Foundation

• The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation

• The Nisqually Tribe Stream Stewards 
Program

•  The Pierce County Community
   Salmon Fund

Help Needed with Gate
Installation
Do you have the time and experience 
to install a gate across the driveway 
to one of our properties near Yelm?  
We have in mind a sturdy twelve-foot 
gate with wood or metal posts set in 
concrete.  We also need fifteen feet 
of chain-link fencing to one side of the 
road. If you’d like to help us out, 
please call Linda Kunze at 
(360) 458-1111.  Thank you.

Stream Stewards Training Course
The Nisqually Tribe’s Stream Stewards 
program trains volunteers in a wide 
range of conservation techniques ap-
propriate to the Nisqually River water-
shed, including tree planting, stream 
restoration, water monitoring, and 
salmon counting.  

The course includes seven night 
classes and four field trainings held 
over eight weeks. Graduates adopt a 
property and commit to forty hours 
of stewardship. The course is open to 
Land Trust members and anyone else 
interested in protecting the health 
of streams in the watershed.

For more information, contact Don 
Perry at (360) 438-8687.

F r o m  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
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Join us Saturday, March 18, 2006, 
at our Fourteenth Annual Auction 
and help the Nisqually Land Trust 
acquire 70 acres of important salmon 
spawning habitat, including over a 
mile of Nisqually River shoreline. 

Our goal is to raise matching funds 
for a grant to purchase the Manke 
property, which is located between 
the Mashel River and Ohop Creek, 
adjacent to the undeveloped Nisqually 
Mashel State Park and across the river 
from property owned by Tacoma 
Power.  With this purchase, an almost 
continuous fi ve-mile stretch on 
both banks of the Nisqually will be 
protected.

Th e grant will match your auction 
dollars at nearly seven to one.  In 
addition, some of the auction 
proceeds will help fund Land Trust 
stewardship and operations.

Th e evening begins at 5 p.m. with 

Our annual auction will raise funds to purchase the 70-acre property on river right in this photo, thereby protecting an 
almost continuous fi ve-mile stretch of shoreline on both banks of the Nisqually

Annual Auction Funds
Land Acquisition, Stewardship

our silent auction.  Enjoy live music 
and hors d’oeuvres while you peruse 
off erings that include pottery, art, 
sporting goods, plants, jewelry, and 
much more.

Aft er a delicious buff et dinner, the 
evening gets into full swing with our 
exciting live auction.  Among the 
exceptional items featured will be 
great vacation trips and fi ne artwork 
from talented Native American and 
Northwest artists.

Tickets are $50 per person and $45 
for Land Trust members.  To order 
yours, call 360-458-1111 or mail the 
reservation form below.  We accept 
Visa and MasterCard, but encourage 
you to pay by cash or check as 
credit card companies charge us a 
substantial fee for each transaction.

Seating is limited, so make your 
reservations soon for the Land Trust’s 
premier annual fundraising event!

Nisqually Land Trust
 F o u r t e e n t h  A n n u a l  A u c t i o n
 Saturday, March 18, 2006 • 5 to 10 p.m.
 Worthington Conference Center at St. Martin’s College • 5300 Pacifi c Ave. SE • Lacey, WA

  A u c t i o n  T i c k e t  O r d e r  F o r m
   Tickets are $50 each
   Save $5 per ticket ($45 each) if you are a member of the Nisqually Land Trust
   Buff et dinner is included

Name:       Business Name:

Mailing Address:

Phone Number:      Email:

❏ Enclosed is my $  check for  auction tickets.

❏ Please charge my Visa/Master Card $          for   auction tickets.

Account Number:    Expiration Date:

Signature:

Mail to:  Nisqually Land Trust, P.O. Box 1148, Yelm WA  98597-1148.  Call 360-458-1111 for information or to make 
reservations by telephone.

For fast check-in, please provide names, addresses and phone numbers for each person/couple who will need a separate 
bidder number and invoice.

Donors and Sponsors Needed!
We need your help to 

protect the Nisqually 

River!  We rely on the 

businesses and individuals 

who contribute the items, 

services and funds that 

make our auction fundraiser 

a success.  Last year’s 

auction brought in a record 

$37,000, which funded 

our 2005 land purchases, 

stewardship and operations.  

Please call us at 360-458-

1111 to donate or for 

information.  We gratefully 

recognize our sponsors 

and donors in the auction 

catalog and newsletter and 

at the auction tables. 

More than a hundred Land Trust supporters 
gathered at Odd Fellows Park on the Nisqually 
Reach to enjoy a beautiful September aft ernoon 
and a dinner of freshly caught Nisqually River 
salmon at this year’s Salmon Bake/Annual 
Meeting.  Kids played tetherball and frisbee while 
their parents conversed or walked down to the 
water to take in the view of Mt. Rainier.  

Aft er dinner, Board President George Walter, 
Executive Director Joe Kane and Stewardship 
Coordinator Linda Kunze discussed Land Trust 
goals and accomplishments.  Nugie and Georgiana 
Kautz donated salmon for the event and Patt Brady, Fred Fiedler, Paul Wiseman 
and Jill Brady prepared the dinner.  David Troutt was our grill master.  We thank 
everyone who attended and everyone who has supported the Nisqually Land 
Trust throughout the year.

Annual Meeting Features Sun and Salmon

Kids playing tetherball; people at buff et.
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Our thanks to all who have contributed monies, supplies and services to save 
this special river.  Th e Nisqually Land Trust is a wonderful example of how we 
can accomplish great things if we pool our resources.  Everyone who donates to 
or is a member of the Nisqually Land Trust has had a hand in conserving our 
pristine river and its salmon, wildlife and clean water.  
  
Donations and memberships received from May 1 through October 31, 2005
* new member or donor
+ Winter Fund Drive Contributor

Our Supporters Sustain Land Trust Growth

DONORS
Wolfram Abicht+
Christopher Bayley
Agnes Braget+
Tim and Nora Burke+
Tom and Barbara Cook
Cathie Butler and Tom Pipkins+
Care deLeeuw+
Th omas Goldsmith+
Th e Greater Tacoma Community Foundation*
Don Hays and Ann Potter
Th e Holroyd Company*
Nugie and Georgiana Kautz
John and Donna Keith+
Barbara Kline
Jeff  and Linda Koenings
John and Gloria Kuula+
Derek and Ellen Leckrone
Allan Liddle+
Rebecca Liebman and Charles Stephens
Dennis and Sandy Lundgren
Jo Ann and William Lysak+
L.K. Malcom+
Albert McBride+
Stephen and Judith Metcalf+
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation*
Dixie Nghiem
Nisqually Indian Tribe
Nisqually River Foundation
Scott and Mary Oliver+
Olympus Realty, Inc.+
John and Sarah Robischon+
Salmon Recovery Funding Board
Stewardship Partners
Maija Sandberg*
Jay Scott and Nikki McClure+
Stormans Inc.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mrs. John Van Eaton+
Richard and Catherine Williams+
Gordon Yamaguchi+

MEMBERS
Watershed Patron—Individual ( $500+)
Anonymous
Larson Anthropological Services Limited*+

RIVER STEWARD ($200-400)
Th e Campbell Group LLC*
Charles Stephens and Rebecca Liebman
Caroline Feiss and Gordon Davidson
Wade and M.G. Dozier*
Ruta and Patrick Fanning
Miles Sand and Gravel Company

OSPREY ($100)
Able Septic Design, Inc.
Alpine Experience
Christopher Bayley
Th e Coot Company
Tom and Barbara Cook
James Ellis
Dorothy Gage
Th elma and Charles Gilmur
Herberta Gray, Copyreader on Call
Kevin Haughton and Rachel Wood
Ann and Doug Hutcheson, Sr.*
Nugie and Georgiana Kautz
Ruth Ella Laughlin
Susan Macomson
Pat and Leslie Pringle
Elizabeth Sholund
Fran Shumway
William and Zoa Shumway+
Lasha and Ed Steinweg
Diane Stevens
Sara Tarr and Jonathan Smith*
Charles Wilkinson and Melanie Ito
Wiltermood Associates

SALMON ($50)
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Ballinger
Ken and Nell Batker
Adele Brandl*
Bob and Carol Degler
Betsy and John Darrah*
Leonard and Linda Elliott
Karen Fraser
Mary Fries
Bryan and Sylvia Goheen
Nolan and Alice Goudeaux*
Justin Hall*
David Hays*
Ellen and Derek Leckrone
Kelly and Cindy McAllister
May Louise Rampton
Beth Redfi eld
Fred and Sandra Romero
Donna Snow
Stanley Stahl
Jan and Robert Stewart

MUSKRAT/SENIOR ($25)
Scott Areman*
Allen and Pamela Bennett*
Kristin Blalack and Gerald Suzawith
Maryln Brady
Dee Dee Brink*
Douglas Canning
Paul and Deborah Crosetto*
Richard and Janet DeLapp*
Carolina deLeeuw
Kristi Dillman

Erika Fehr*
Diana Flannery
Karen Fraser
Timothy and Mary Fry*
Charles Gilmur
Kathryn Gilmer
Camille and Earl Hale*
Sandra and Larry Hanson*
Virginia Harris
Eugene and Mary Alice Heuschel
Julie Joiner*
Jeff rey Jacobsen and Marianne 
Kenady
Ken Kildahl
Barbara Kline
Keith Kusler*
John and Gloria Kuula
Mandy Landa*
Britany LeRoy
Evan Marks*
Leonard and Josephine Martin*
Jim Matheson*
Albert McBride
Lisa McCollum*
Judith Metcalf*
Irma and Leeland Netherton*
Nancy Netherton*
Mary Fitzpatrick-Netz*
Margaret Neyman*
Lee Overland
Bill Owen (Able Septic Design, Inc.)
Dudley Pitchford
Robin Rettew and Peter Antolin*
Ethel Roy
Eileen Ryan
Cecilia Scheff ers
Jane Shiner
Cortland and Mary Gail Skinner
Kathleen Smith *
Cheryl Stephan*
Cathy Steller
Steve and Kathryn Wang
Th omas and Meridith Weilert*
Mary White*
Lorie and Andrew Williams*

VOLUNTEERS
Evan Marks
Ginnie Harris
Louise Olivera
Karen Bond
Fred Fiedler
Paul Wiseman
Jill Brady

D i d  Y o u  R e c e i v e  Y o u r  A n n u a l  R e p o r t ?

We’ve just passed the $8,000 mark on our way to our $12,000 winter fund-drive goal.  If you 
have not mailed your contribution yet, please do and help us to protect more land in 2006!

You should have received a copy of our annual report and an invitation to either renew 
your membership or make a donation.  Th e report is a full-color publication with 
photos of recently acquired lands and a handsome map showing the location of all our 
properties. You’ll enjoy seeing everything you’ve helped to accomplish. If you did not get 
your copy or would like one for a friend (a prospective Land Trust member, perhaps), 
call Connie at 360-458-1111 or email her at staff @nisquallylandtrust.org.

Become a Conservationist—
Join the Nisqually Land 
Trust Today!

Nisqually Land Trust 
Membership Form

Name:

Address:

City:  
                             
State: 
                  
Zip:

Telephone:

Email:

Levels of membership:

Supporting Member
❏ Muskrat - $25
❏ Salmon - $50
❏ Osprey - $100
❏ River Steward - $200-$400 

Watershed Patron   
❏ Individual/Family - $500+
❏ Business - $1000+

Legacy Benefactor  $5000+

Donation $

Remember, your donation is tax 
deductible.

Mail your check with this form to:
Nisqually Land Trust
P.O. Box 1148
Yelm, WA  98597

Summer weather inspired playful 

“water wars” as river raft ers fl oated 

the Nisqually in July.  A record 105 

people joined us for the two fl oat trips 

that comprise our annual “Float the 

Nisqually” event each summer.  Th ey 

swam, spotted wildlife and enjoyed 

the scenic beauty of Land Trust 

properties as they drift ed along the 

river.  Many expressed surprise at how 

pristine and serene the river is, even 

though it is close to populated areas.  

If you would like to fl oat the Nisqually 

with the Land Trust next summer, call 

our offi  ce at 360-458-1111.

Annual “Float the Nisqually”
Event Grows in Popularity

From the President

George Walter

As some of you know, I graduated As some of you know, I graduated 
from Ohio State University back from Ohio State University back 
in the Woody Hayes era.  Coach in the Woody Hayes era.  Coach 
Hayes wrote several books about his Hayes wrote several books about his 
coaching success, and the one that has coaching success, and the one that has 
always remained with me was entitled always remained with me was entitled 
“You Win With People.”“You Win With People.”

I’m thinking about this concept I’m thinking about this concept 
because of the success our Land Trust because of the success our Land Trust 
has achieved of late.  Th e annual 

report we distributed has been well 
received; our protected land has 
topped 850 acres; we are establishing 
a well-functioning infrastructure.  
Th ese successes are the direct result 
of the staff  people we have been 
fortunate to attract. 

Connie Bond just completed three 
years as our program manager.  From years as our program manager.  From 
her fi rst days, Connie has been the 
cornerstone of our offi  ce, creating 
a professional offi  ce environment 
and pushing us into modern times 
for fi nancial and data management. 
Under her guidance, our auction 
fund-raiser runs very smoothly.

We feel very happy to have Joe Kane
as our executive director.  In less than 
ten months (and most of that part-
time), Joe has improved our fi nancial 
status considerably.  He has given a lot 
of attention to budgets and income, 
and to date his eff orts have yielded and to date his eff orts have yielded 
three grants.  Joe is focusing his 

attention on our long-term success, 
and the Land Trust is certainly 
benefi ting from his work.

In April we started our land 
stewardship work under the direction 
of Linda Kunze.  It’s hard to believe 
that this program has been going only 
6 months.  Linda has developed a 
professional approach to stewardship professional approach to stewardship 
planning for our properties.  Just 
as important, she is aggressively 
recruiting volunteers because she 
realizes that we cannot meet our 
stewardship goals without a strong 
volunteer team.   Working with 
Linda this summer was Evan MarksEvan Marks, 
an Evergreen State College intern.  
Evan developed a stewardship data 
management program that will serve management program that will serve 
us for years.

Th ese are the people we are winning Th ese are the people we are winning 
with.  Th ey deserve our praise and 
appreciation.  Th ank you Connie, Joe, appreciation.  Th ank you Connie, Joe, 
Linda and Evan.
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Volunteer for Hands-on Conservation
Th e Land Trust is organizing 

volunteers to help restore and steward 

our properties.  We are developing 

stewardship plans and need your 

help in managing these lands.  We 

have a wide range of opportunities, 

from offi  ce tasks to pulling weeds, 

planting trees and monitoring 

properties.  Let us know what you’d 

be interested in by calling Linda 

Kunze, our stewardship coordinator, 

at 360-458-1111.  You can also email 

her at nltsteward@ywave.com or visit 

our website, www.nisquallylandtrust.

org, and click on “volunteer 

opportunities.”
Mallard nest photographed on Land Trust’s Browder property


