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In October Land Steward 
Candi Tobin (far right) 
led Land Trust support-
ers on a tour of the Ohop 
Creek restoration project. 
A partnership that in-
cludes the Land Trust,
the Nisqually Tribe, and 
ten municipal, county, 
state, and federal agencies 
has provided some $7 
million in acquistion and
restoration funds, and 
Land Trust volunteers 
have helped plant over 
70,000 native plants. 
Photo: Kim Bredensteiner

Connecting Land, Water, Wildlife and People

P Our real business is connection.

And the outcome is protection

of our beautiful

Nisqually River Watershed.

By Joe Kane

Continued on page 3

 eople think of the Land Trust as being in the  
 land-conservation business. We acquire rights 
to important conservation lands, then we steward 
them in perpetuity.
 But our real business is connection. We connect 
land, water, wildlife and people. If we do that job 
right, the outcome is protection – forever – of our 
beautiful Nisqually River Watershed.
 I was thinking about this on the last Saturday in 
October, as I scouted pink salmon along the Mashel 
River and hiked the Ohop Valley with Land Trust 
supporters. 

 Ten years, ago, pink salmon were 
thought to be extinct in the Nisqually. 
This year, half a million returned to 
spawn. As they did, they found safe
passage and rich spawning grounds 
throughout the middle reach of the 
Mashel, the largest salmon-producing 
tributary to the Nisqually River. 
 Over the last seven years, through our Mashel 
Shoreline Protection Initiative, we’ve helped create a 
corridor of permanently protected shoreline habitat 
by connecting land, water, people and wildlife: three 

miles of river, 420 acres, $4.1 
million in acquisition funds, 
thirteen funding partners,
27 properties, an army of
volunteers and donors. 
    We connect small proper-
ties to make big habitat. As I 
picked my way up the Mashel, 
I found pinks everywhere – at 
the pastoral Van Eaton prop-
erty on the edge of Eatonville; 
below the engineered logjams 
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 isa Martin knew that when it came time to 
 sell her property in the Ohop Valley, near 
Eatonville, she would talk with the Nisqually Land 
Trust. She had long since moved away but was 
watching closely as the valley experienced a rebirth 
with the first phase of Ohop Creek restoration in 
2010. “It’s important to save places like the valley, 
and the Nisqually Land Trust had bought property 
around me,” she said recently. “So I called!”
 Lisa loved knowing her “peaceful valley” would 
be protected and its beauty enhanced. She fondly 
remembers the many mornings she woke early and 
started her day with a steaming cup of coffee and a 
majestic view of Mount Rainier from her dining-
room window. 
 “I would have never sold for development and 

ruined the natural habitat,” she said. From 
phone call to sale took a year and a half, 

slightly longer than had she sold to 
a developer. “But it was worth the 
wait, and easy.” 
    And she had an even more im-
portant reason to want to protect 
her land: Her children.

L A N D  C O N S E R VAT I O N  N E W S

Preserving Memories. Protecting Land.

L
By Sheila Jackson

 Lisa spent 22 years in the Ohop Valley and raised 
three of her four children there. Their ties to the land 
remain strong, and she admits they didn’t want to see 
their childhood home sold. “They love the valley and 
have many memories of growing up there.” 
 One memory in particular is forever connected 
to the home they shared: That of their father, who 
has since passed. While her children were initially 
against selling, conservation was an idea they could 
embrace. And though they are now grown, she said, 
“They have a place they can go back to. The Ohop 
will always be a place where they can remember their 
childhood, and their Dad.”
 The Land Trust purchased the Martin property 
with a grant from the Washington Recreation and 
Conservation Office’s Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board, and Lisa made a donation to the Land Trust 
to help provide for stewardship of the property. 
Her ten-acre parcel was the last substantial unpro-
tected open space downstream of Highway 7 and 
upstream of past restoration efforts and is important 
for the recovery of threatened Pacific salmon.
 “My kids and I are very happy that it is going 
back to the community,” she said.
 Restoration has already begun. Buildings have 
been removed to make way for native trees and 
shrubs, habitat for new life. Planting started this
fall with the help of local school children.
 “Protection of the Martin property is a great
example of collaborative conservation,” said George 
Walter, project lead and Land Trust founder and 
board member. “With Lisa’s decision to sell her land 
for conservation, we can expect Ohop Creek to
meander around the valley forever, as it should.” 

Planting and restoration of the Martin property
began this fall with the help of local schoolchildren 
from Nisqually Middle School and Shining Mountain 
Elementary, and Land Trust volunteers. Photos: Charly 
Kearns and Norine Meyer Weekly 

Martin family

chooses conservation

to preserve memories 

and protect salmon 

habitat in Ohop Valley.
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Connections  |   from page 1

arrayed like amphibious Ents along Eatonville’s 
Smallwood Park; jam-packed between soaring gorge 
walls far up spectacular Boxcar Canyon.
 And so along the river, at the Burklund property, 
the Magill property, the Ableman property, the 
Hamilton property. Soon, with any luck at all, we’ll 
acquire the final piece in the puzzle, the Anderson 
property. Pierce County Conservation Futures and 
the Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
have awarded us funding, and we have an agree-
ment in principle with the landowner.
 The pinks, I saw, have already moved in.
 We connect land; we connect support. Even a 
partial list of Mashel Initiative funding partners 
reads like a line-up of Nisqually Watershed
All-Stars (see sidebar at right for the full list).
 And we connect people to the land, and to
each other. Ultimately, that’s what makes conserva-
tion permanent. In fact, over the past year, getting 
people onto the land they’ve done so much to help 
protect has been one of our highest priorities.
 I’d spent part of that Saturday in the Ohop 
Valley, not far from the Mashel. Forty volunteers, 
marshaled by the Land Trust, Pierce Conservation 
District, and the Nisqually Tribe, were planting 
some of the 70,000 native trees and shrubs being 
installed during the restoration of Ohop Creek, the 
second-largest tributary to the Nisqually River. 
 We followed that with a hike through the Ohop. 
Twenty-six people joined us. It’s one of the larg-
est stream-reconstruction projects in the state, and 
it’s nothing if not a story of connection. Thirteen 
years; 396 acres; 20 properties; nearly five miles of 
salmon-producing shoreline; some $7 million in 
acquisition and restoration funding; ten funding 
partners; and, again, an army of volunteers and 
supporters, whose time and donations fuel the 
connections that are the heart of our work.
 And it comes down to this: There, holding
in a riffle created during the creek reconstruction: 
Six pink salmon, creating the next generation. 

 he Pierce County Council 
 has awarded the Nisqually Land 
Trust $1.1 million in Pierce Conserva-
tion Futures funding to further protect 
salmon-producing shoreline on Ohop 
Creek and the Mashel River, the largest 
tributaries to the Nisqually River. 
 The Land Trust intends to use the 
funds to acquire 260 acres and secure 
just over a mile of shoreline for restora-
tion and permanent protection. 
 The Land Trust will acquire three 
properties in total. All require match funding. 
The Washington Recreation and Conservation 
Office will provide match for one through its 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board. The Land 
Trust is working with the Nisqually Indian
Tribe and other watershed partners to secure
the remaining funds. 
 Pierce Conservation Futures is a county-
funded program for conserving wetlands,
wildlife habitat, open space, trails, and
agricultural lands within the county. Funding
is through a state-authorized property tax,
enacted by the Pierce County Council, of 
6.25 cents per $1,000 of assessed value. 

Restoration of the Mashel 
River is essential for the 
recovery of threatened
Chinook salmon and steel-
head trout. This beautiful 
cobbled river is also the 
centerpiece of the Town of 
Eatonville’s regional trails 
plan and a recreation
destination for visitors
from across the Northwest. 

Land Trust Wins Salmon Funding

T

MAShEL ShORELINE PROTECTION  INITIATIVE 
Nisqually Indian Tribe  |  Town of Eatonville  |  Pierce County
Pierce Conservation Futures  |  Washington Recreation and

Conservation Office  |  Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program
Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board  |  Washington
Department of Transportation  |  Washington Department of

Commerce  |  Federal Emergency Management Agency  |  Forterra

OhOP CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT
Nisqually Indian Tribe  |  South Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement 

Group  |  Northwest Trek  |  Greater Tacoma Community Foundation  
Pierce County  |  Pierce Conservation District  |  Pierce Conservation 

Futures  |  NRCS  |  WA Dept of Fish and Wildlife
Washington Recreation and Conservation Office  |  Washington 

Salmon Recovery Funding Board  |  WA Dept of Ecology

Both projects have also been supported by an army of
volunteers and individual supporters!



Above: caption about Charly and Anna Photo ________

have you captured a photo 

that shows why you love the 

the Nisqually Watershed – 

its forests and wildlife, that

special bend in the river?

Send us your favorite photo

and tell us about it!

Above: Falls flow heavy 
with autumn rains along 
the Mashel River.
Photo: Charly Kearns

Left: Site Steward Dwight 
Bergquist-Moody, along 
with Land Trust volun-
teers Gerald Suzawith and 
Kristin Blalack, trek to a 
lookout of the Nisqually 
Valley above Ashford
in the Mount Rainier 
Gateway Reserve.
Photo: Sharon
Bergquist-Moody

Nisqually
P h O T O  G A L L E R Y

A birds-eye view of the 
Nisqually River as it flows 
from the Nisqually Glacier 
on Mount Rainier.
Photo: Ann Jackson

Land Steward Charly 
Kearns and his bride, 
Anna, at their wedding 
celebration in October.
Photo: Rebecca Kearns
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 oger McMaster, a firefighter, and his wife,  
 Diana, a nurse, are no strangers to saving 
human lives. But early one foggy morning last 
September, they swapped out their professional hats 
for beekeeper veils and stepped up to save hundreds 
of insect lives.
 Roger and Diana are hobby 
beekeepers, and they’d agreed to 
remove a sizable wild honeybee 
hive in a run-down shed on 
Land Trust property before we 
demolished it. Moving honey-
bees this time of year is risky, but 
the odds of the bees surviving the move were far 
greater than their odds of surviving a demolition. 
 We arrived at the site at an early hour; the hon-
eybees were already stirring. Roger used a smoker 
to coax them back into the wall, then blocked their 
exit and set to work cutting the hive free of the 
structure. The roar of the chainsaw made for very 
agitated honeybees, and Roger had to act quickly. 
He cut a large rectangle into the wall, then hit 
a snag – the trash can for transporting the bees 
was too small. “Plan B” turned into “Plan Bag”: 
the hive, surrounding wall material, and as many 
bees as we could trap went into large garbage bags 
instead. We loaded the buzzing bundle into the 
truck and away we went to the McMasters’ prop-
erty. Roger had recreated the old shed’s conditions 
ready for the bees to move in. With a little luck, the 
colony would find its niche in the local ecosystem 
and thrive for generations.
 But on the morning of the demolition, my heart 
sank with one look at the shed. The remaining bees 
were industriously repairing the hive. A phone call 
to Roger confirmed my fears. 

Honeybee Heroes
F L O R A  A N D  FA U N A

R The queen must have escaped our 
efforts and was still living in the 
wall, spurring the remaining hive to 
make repairs. Resigned to the bees’ 
fate and frustrated with the situation, 

we started the demoli-
tion. There was nothing 
more we could do for them. 
Two days later, unexpected events 
left the shed still standing and 
Roger suddenly in a position for an 
eleventh-hour rescue. He rode off 

into the mid-day sun confident that 
he had secured the queen, along with another large 
portion of the feral hive.  
 Still, in spite of all of the care and commitment 
to save them, we could not change their fate. 
Two weeks after the rescue, a hungry black bear 
stumbled upon the hive, with disastrous results. 
The furry glutton left few survivors and a big mess, 
and the honeybee hive is no more.
 Heroes aren’t always guaranteed happy endings, 
but what makes them our champions is that they 
keep up with the good cause. The world needs more 
honeybee heroes. Honeybees, critical pollinators, 
are inherently gentle and highly productive crea-
tures that live and die for the good of the colony. 
But for years now there have been massive die-offs 
of honeybee populations around the world, a phe-
nomenon called “Colony Collapse,” and there is a 
real fear of losing them. We are immensely grateful 
to the McMasters for helping us try to save these 
precious and indispensable insects.  

By Candi Tobin

Beekeeper Roger
McMaster removes a 
portion of a honeybee 
hive from an abandoned 
shed set to be demol-
ished, making way for
continued Ohop Creek 
restoration. Photo: 
Candi Tobin

Volunteers mount

a valiant effort to save

precious and indispensable 

Ohop Valley honeybees.
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 re wild places important to
 you? Do you want to help take 
care of the special places you love?
Do you spend your free time romping 
through the woods looking at plants 
and insects, rather than watching
television? Then you might have the 
right stuff to become a Site Steward 
with the Nisqually Land Trust!
 Our volunteer stewards “adopt” one of the Land Trust’s properties in the 
Nisqually River Watershed, and periodically monitor it for positive and 
negative changes, such as: wildlife signs, plant growth and regeneration,
signs of trespass, invasive plant species, and many others.
 Good observational skills are necessary, but beyond that, you just need 
a good attitude. Training and the company of fellow watershed enthusiasts 
provided! 

A

Call for Site 
Stewards

S I T E  S T E WA R D
T R A I N I N G

Saturday, February 1st

9 am until Noon 

Location TBA

To register contact Cris Peck at

volunteer@nisquallylandtrust.org

or call 360.489.3400, ext. 106.

S P E C I A L  G I F T S
Thank you to our generous donors who contributed 
through the Washington State Combined Fund Drive

Russell Frank
Larry Corbin 
  In memory of
  Noelle Corbin
Jeffrey Kildahl
Vicki Merkel 
Deborah McCurley
Dana Botka
Adrienne Hidy
Stephen Posner
Elizabeth Redfield
Kathleen Lynch
Juliet Van Eenwyk
Patricia Blackburn
Jill Brady
Melanie Piccin 
  In memory of Rita Morris

Monthly Donors
Eric Slagle and Nancy Hannah
Ann-Kristin Sundell
Bill and Cathy Elledge
Romanda Jones  In honor of  Eve Johnson
Fred and Barbara Michelson 
Jim Park and Mary Wood

Megan Davis
Benjamin Henwood
Caitlin Kenney 
Helen Pressley
Eric Dingeldein 
Kristin Swenddal 
Daniel Bode 
Rebecca Christie
Patricia Delaney 
Gary Koshi
Mark Pree
Marijean Holland
Michelle Andrews
Deborah Davies
Helen Schwartz
  In honor of Charles
  Richard Schwartz, Sr.

G R A N T S
The Boeing Company
Volunteer Stewardship Program expansion
Land Trust Alliance
Organizational capacity building 
The Greater Tacoma Community Foundation
Organizational capacity building

S P O N S O R S h I P S
HomeStreet Bank, Olympia Branch
Ohop Creek Nature Walk
Puget Sound Energy
Annual Meeting and Salmon Bake

In November, sixteen airmen from the 62nd MXS squadron in the AGE shop 
at Joint Base Lewis McChord helped wage heavy combat against Himalayan 
blackberry and Scots broom at our Yelm Shoreline Preserve on the Nisqually 
River. Thanks to a generous grant from the Boeing Global Corporate Citizenship 
program, the Land Trust has expanded its volunteer stewardship program.
Get outside and have some fun! For more info, contact Cris at 360.489.3400, 
ext. 106, or email him at volunteer@nisquallylandtrust.org. 

Memorial Gifts
Ralph Oldroyd  In memory of David Oldroyd
Andy and Sandy Smith
 In memory of Kathleen Smith
Sarah Scott and Bill Compher  In memory of  
 Dorsey Longmire
Linda Kildahl  In memory of Ken Kildahl
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$5.3 million raised for conservation of threatened Chinoook salmon
and steelhead trout habitat.

Won funding to acquire the final property in the Mashel River
Shoreline Initiative — a $4.1-million project that creates a three-mile corridor of 

salmon-producing shoreline through the heart of Eatonville.

4,557 acres permanently protected and stewarded to date.

More than 175 volunteers engaged in land stewardship
contributed 1,100 hours.

300+ school children and college students explored our natural areas
as outdoor classrooms.

17,000 native trees and shrubs planted this year;
more than 165,000 total planted to date.

Tons (and tons) of invasive ivy, blackberry and scotch broom
removed to improve habitat.

More than $45,000 in-kind contributed by our partners 
for stewardship support.

100s gained a deeper appreciation of our natural environment through
our nature walk series.

Accreditation awarded by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission
representing excellence in permanent land conservation.

O U R  I M PA C T  I N  2013

Thank you for your support this year!

S I T E  S T E WA R D  P R O G R A M

Volunteer’s Personal Pursuit
Protects the Nisqually 
Nisqually Land Trust Site Steward recognized by United Way 

 aniel Locke was drawn to the outdoors from boyhood,
 tromping through the woods on 20 acres where he grew up.
Now retired, he’s a volunteer site steward for the Nisqually Land Trust and 
still tromping through the woods. But now his territory is the Land Trust’s 
Powell Creek Protected Area, along the Nisqually River, where he spends three hours 
per week clearing invasive plants and illegal dumping and helping to restore healthy 
habitat for native salmon. 
 One rewarding experience he recently recalled was a full work-team day spent demolishing 
an abandoned shelter and pulling a field of Scotch broom. At day’s end, feeling that good tired 
from hard work, Daniel and the team were rewarded with the sight of a school of salmon 
swimming the length of creek they’d just cleared.
 Daniel sees his role in the Nisqually Watershed as a great way to stay vital during his later 
years. “Life doesn’t end at retirement. Volunteering is a way to stay young and healthy,” he says.
“I don’t think there’s any better feeling than giving back to the community.” 

Article courtesy of United Way Thurston County. Originally published in United Way’s Retired
and Senior Volunteer Programs publication, “The RSVP Connection”.

D

On United Way of Thurston 
County’s 21st annual “Day 
of Caring” in September, 
Thurston County Bar
Association volunteers 
(above) prosecuted barbed-
wire fencing at our Yelm 
Shoreline Nature Preserve 
and students from Evergreen 
State University students 
schooled invasive English 
ivy at our Red Salmon 
Creek Protected Area in the 
Nisqually Delta. 



By including the Land Trust in your estate plan, 
you will protect the health of our land and water 
for future generations. Talk with your family, talk 
with your advisor, then talk with us.

Call Executive Director Joe Kane at 360.489.3400 
ext. 103, or email jkane@nisquallylandtrust.org 
to learn more.

What is your

conservation 

legacy?
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Land Trust Executive 
Director Joe Kane 
and Nisqually River 
Foundation Executive 
Director Justin Hall
on their visit to 
Maine’s Downeast 
Lakes Land Trust,
operator of the
country’s largest
community forest.

 an we do this at home? That was the  
 question foremost in the minds of the 
Nisqually Community Forest Planning Team last 
October, when it visited the Farm Cove Com-
munity Forest in Maine – the largest and most 

successful community forest in the country.
 The Nisqually team included Land Trust 
Executive Director Joe Kane; Justin Hall, 
executive director of the Nisqually River 
Foundation; Paula Swedeen, a consultant 

in environmental economics sponsored by 
the Washington Environmental Council; and 

Kirk Hanson, director of the NorthwestNatural 
Resources Group’s Northwest Certified Forestry 
program. 
 With help from Mount Rainier National Park’s 
community planner, Bryan Bowden, the Nisqually 
team has spent the past two years working with 
watershed stakeholders and partner agencies to 
explore the idea of creating a Nisqually Commu-
nity Forest – a working forest owned and operated 
for the benefit of the Nisqually River Watershed.

N I S Q U A L LY  C O M M U N I T Y  F O R E S T  P R O J E C T  U P D AT E

Team Learns How It’s Done 

C
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 The project grew from a seed planted in 2010, 
when Kane attended a presentation on commu-
nity forests by Mark Berry, executive director of 
Maine’s Downeast Lakes Land Trust, which owns 
the Farm Cove project and is now building the 
adjoining West Grand Lake Community For-
est. Together, the two projects total some 55,000 
acres.
 Berry and the Downeast board of directors gen-
erously offered to host the Nisqually team, which 
spent two sun-drenched days touring the project 
and peppering the Downeasters with questions. 
The great lesson, Kane said, was that “it’s not how 
big you are – it’s how big your vision is.” 
 The Downeast Lakes forests are based near 
Grand Lake Stream, a small, isolated community 
that, like much of the Nisqually Watershed, had 
long been surrounded by privately owned com-
mercial forestland. There are only 150 or so year-
round local residents and perhaps triple that in the 
wider region, and they depend on the forest for 
their living – mainly, they are loggers, mill work-
ers, hunting and fishing guides, lodge owners, 
artists, and craftspeople.  



The great lesson is it’s not how big

you are. It’s how big your vision is.
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 Ten years ago, ownership of the forest changed 
hands, harvest rates accelerated, and access grew 
more difficult. With their way of life threatened, 
local residents commissioned a feasibility study 
to see whether they had the capacity for a large 
land-acquisition project. The study determined 
that they didn’t; they went ahead anyway.
 Ultimately, they raised $35 million and 
succeeded in purchasing 33,700 acres to create 
the Farm Cove forest, which they manage for 
wildlife, biodiversity, forest products and local 
economic support. They’re now in a campaign to 
add another 21,300 acres as the West Grand Lake 
community forest.
 “In the end, it really is about community,” 
said the Nisqually River Foundation’s Justin 
Hall. “That’s where it starts, and that’s what 
makes it work. And that’s what we have in the 
Nisqually.”  

Top: The Nisqually Community Forest Team on Maine’s West Grand Lake. From left: 
Downeast Lakes Land Trust Vice President Lee Whitely; Justin Hall, Nisqually River 
Foundation; Paula Swedeen, Washington Environmental Council; Downeast
Executive Director Mark Berry; Land Trust Executive Director Joe Kane. Above: On 
site in Maine, in the nation’s largest community-owned forest. Photos by Kirk Hanson

Can we build a community forest here in the Nisqually? For more information on the 
Nisqually Community Forest Project, contact Joe Kane at 360.489.3400, ext. 103
or email jkane@nisquallylandtrust.org.
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Land Trust Earns National 
Recognition

I

Representatives from Nisqually Land Trust,Chelan-
Douglas Land Trust, Lummi Island Heritage Trust, 
and Bainbridge Island Land Trust celebrate national 
accreditation with Accreditation Commission Direc-
tor Tamara Van Ryn at the Land Trust Alliance’s 
annual rally in New Orleans in September. The four 
Washington land trusts were among 23 accredited 
nationwide in 2013. Photo: Land Trust Alliance

means for us is that we are ready to meet new
challenges. It was a rigorous and at times exhaust-
ing process conducted over two intense years.
 The Land Trust Alliance Accreditation Com-
mission examined, in detail, virtually every facet 
of what we do and how we do it: Our policies, our 
procedures, our finances, our records. It looked 
at our board, our staff, and our relationships with 
our supporters, volunteers, partners, and local 
communities.
 What the Commission found, unequivocally, 
is that in every aspect the rich partnership that 
makes up the Nisqually Land Trust is a quality 
act, one whose systems and practices ensure, as 
the Commission noted, “that [the Land Trust’s] 
conservation work is permanent,” and that we 
have what it takes to protect the water, wildlife, 
natural areas and scenic vistas of the Nisqually 
River Watershed not only now, but in perpetuity.
To date, fewer than 15 percent of the nation’s 
1,700 land trusts have achieved accreditation.  
 We’re proud to be among them, and we 
recognize it as a team effort. To our supporters, 
volunteers, and community and governmental 
partners, we want to say thanks. It’s your award, 
too. We really appreciate all you’ve done. And 
we’re looking forward to working together to meet 
the challenges ahead. 

The award is more than

recognition of the good work

we’ve done together. It is a signal

that we’re ready to take on

the even bigger work

that’s coming.

The Nisqually Land
Trust is a member of 

the national Land Trust 
Alliance, a national 
conservation group 
that supports Land 
Trusts across the 

country. More informa-
tion can be found on 

their website at www.
landtrustalliance.org.

 n September, when Land Trust Conservation  
 Projects Manager Nicole Hill walked across 
center stage at the Land Trust Alliance rally in 
New Orleans to accept our award of national ac-
creditation, she did so on behalf of the entire Land 
Trust team – not just our board and staff, but also 
the great web of volunteers, supporters, and com-
munity and governmental partners who are at the 
heart of everything we do.
 The award she was accepting was more than 
recognition of the good work we’ve all done. It 
was also a signal that we’re ready to take on the 
even bigger work that’s coming. 
 Between now and 2025, Pierce and Thurston 
counties – which contain nearly the entirety of 
the Nisqually Watershed – are projected to be the 
fastest-developing regions of Puget Sound. The 
need for smart, efficient, collaborative conserva-
tion in our watershed will grow only more urgent.
 As we head for our 25th anniversary, next year, 
we can be proud of our successes – 4,500 acres 
permanently protected, a robust stewardship 
program in place to care for those lands, a rapidly 
expanding cadre of supporters and volunteers to 
carry the work forward, and innovative programs, 
such as the Nisqually Community Forest Project, 
that integrate conservation and economic support 
for our local communities and create models that 
can go out into the wider world.
 But an important part of what accreditation 
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o f f i c e
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge 
Old Education Center
100 Brown Farm Road NE
Olympia, WA 98516

m a i l i n g  a d d r e s s
1420 Marvin Road NE, Suite C PMB 243
Lacey, WA 98516-3878
Telephone: (360) 489-3400
Email: staff@nisquallylandtrust.org
Website: www.nisquallylandtrust.org

B o a r d  o f  d i r e c T o r s
JW Foster, President
Linda Hoffman, Vice President
Patricia Brady, Secretary
Ann Ryherd, Treasurer
Steve Craig
Mary Foster
Mary Gentry
Tom Ginsburg
Brad Jones
William Kogut
Nano Perez
Judith Scavone
George Walter, Past President

s Ta f f
Connie Bond, Membership Coordinator
Kim Bredensteiner, Stewardship Director
Nikki Dizon, Administrative Assistant 
Nicole Hill, Conservation Project Director
Sheila Jackson, Director of Philanthropy
Joe Kane, Executive Director
Charles Kearns, Land Steward
Cris Peck, AmeriCorps Volunteer Coordinator
Candi Tobin, Land Steward

O U R  M I S S I O N

The Nisqually Land Trust acquires and 

manages critical lands to permanently 

protect the water, wildlife, natural 

areas, and scenic vistas of the Nisqually 

River Watershed.

The accreditation seal  recognizes 
land conservation organizations 
that meet national standards for 
excellence, uphold the public trust 
and ensure that conservation
efforts are permanent.

Newsletter Editors: Joe Kane and Sheila Jackson
Newsletter Design: Sheila Jackson
Masthead Photos: Charly Kearns
Printing: Print NW 

Welcome to Our New Board Members

T he Land Trust is pleased to announce that Brad Jones, Nano Perez, and  
 Tom Ginsburg have joined our Board of Directors.
 Brad is very much an outdoors person and has always loved Mount Rainier 
and the rivers that flow from it. A growing appreciation of the Land Trust’s 
mission and its supporters led him to join the Board this fall. Jones is the 
owner and CEO of Retail Management Solutions (RMS), a leading supplier 
of innovative point-of-sale solutions for pharmacies and hospitals throughout 
the United States. He is a graduate of the Air Force Academy and was a pilot 
for seven years. 
 Nano, a member of the Nisqually Indian Tribe, was born and raised in 
the Nisqually Watershed, where his ancestors fished, hunted and gathered 
for thousands of years. Nano is dedicated to the restoration, protection and 
overall health of the Nisqually Watershed. He works for the Nisqually 
Department of Natural Resources as the lead for the Native Plant 
Restoration Crew, and his favorite pastimes are diving for
geoduck, canoe journeys, and watching football.
 Tom is a born volunteer. It’s not unusual to find Tom 
pulling up invasive weeds on precious habitat, manning 
booths at fairs or rallying support for the Land Trust. Tom 
also volunteers with the Conservation District Stream Team, 
is an Ambassador for the WA/AK chapter of the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society, and serves on the Land Surveyor’s Associa-
tion of Washington’s conference committee. Tom is a project 
surveyor for an engineering and surveying firm in the South 
Sound and lives on the Eastern Reach of the Nisqually,
in DuPont, with his wife, Bianca, and their four cats. 
 Welcome aboarrd Brad, Nano and Tom! 
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clean water. Healthy forests.

Vibrant communities.

inspiring scenic vistas.

People connected to the land. 

That’s our vision. But, did you know that...

The heart of the Nisqually River Watershed lies amid the

fastest-growing regions of Puget Sound?

Renewed development, looming changes in timberland ownership

and the impacts of climate change threaten our

past conservation efforts?   

Please help us meet these challenges

with your gift today!

To donate, visit our website at

www.nisquallylandtrust.org or

call us at 360.489.3400. 2013
Conservation

Appeal

Join us on a Nature Walk! Conservation Project Director 
Nicole Hill (left) and Land Trust Site Stewards Mike and 
Maria Ruth discuss habitat for threatened northern spotted 

owls and marbled murrelets on a walk in our Mount 
Rainier Gateway Reserve in July. Sign up for our

e-mail list to learn about upcoming Nature Walks 
on our website at www.nisquallylandtrust.org.


