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Land Trust Completes Largest Purchase to Date

Land Trust Acquires 
1.1 Miles of Nisqually 
Shoreline - Page 5

720 Acres Added to Mt. Rainier Gateway Initiative

The purchase permanently protects 
habitat for northern spotted owls and 
marbled murrelets, which are listed as 
threatened under the Endangered Species 
Act, and at least nine other species that 
are of concern to state and federal wildlife 
agencies.
	
The purchase was funded by a $2.16 mil-
lion grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s Cooperative Endangered Species 
Conservation Fund and a $350,000 dona-
tion from the Nisqually Indian Tribe.  The 
Washington Department of Natural Re-
sources will hold a conservation easement 
on the property, and the Nisqually Tribe 
will help the Land Trust manage the site 
to enhance its wildlife values.
	
Located between Elbe Hills State Forest 
and old-growth forest reserves in Gif-
ford Pinchot National Forest, the site has 
tremendous natural beauty and offers an 
excellent opportunity to create a wildlife 
corridor between the two forests.  The 
Land Trust is grateful to Hancock Forest 
Management for working so diligently 
with us to complete the sale.
	
The site contains forest stands as old as 
238 years.  It also includes portions of the 
Mount Tahoma Trails Association cross-
country ski trail, including the popular 
Copper Creek Ski Hut, and helps protect 
scenic vistas that are vital to the tourism 
economy of Ashford.

In April the Land Trust acquired the 
largest and most expensive property in 
its history, permanently protecting 720 
acres of timberlands and wildlife habitat 
near the main entrance to Mount Rainier 
National Park.
	

Purchased for $2.56 million from Han-
cock Forest Management, the property 
rests on the flanks of a ridge just above 
the town of Ashford, on the main highway 
into the park, and adjoins another 592 
acres already protected through the Land 
Trust’s Mount Rainier Gateway Initiative.
	

View of the Upper Nisqually Watershed from the Mount Rainier Gateway Initiative, above.
The Land Trust’s Mount Rainier Gateway Initiative has now protected 1312 acres, below.
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By Joe Kane, Executive Director

The Land Trust is already enjoying the 
best year in its twenty-year history.  We’ve 
acquired 795 new acres – roughly a third 
of our total land holdings – expanded 
our staff and board, and launched major 
restoration work on our properties.

This success isn’t accidental.  All of these 
goals, and many more, are laid out in the 
ambitious three-year strategic plan we 
adopted in January – the product of an 
intense, year-long effort by our board, 
staff, and supporters.

We started with a fundamental question: 
Clean water, abundant wildlife, inspiring 
vistas, healthy habitats for people, plants, 
and animals – the Nisqually River 
watershed has it all. How can we assure 
that these precious natural treasures will 
be passed along to the next generation, 
and the generations after that?

To help answer this question – and 
to better respond to the rapid pace 
of development we saw around us – 
we convened focus groups in local 
communities, conducted individual 
interviews with key stakeholders, and 
staged a series of facilitated retreats and 
study sessions for board and staff.

On a positive note, we learned that people 
throughout the region value the Land 
Trust because we achieve concrete results 
– we protect habitat, and we protect it 
forever.  We won particular praise for 
our approach to conservation: voluntary, 
cooperative, private. 
 
We heard also that we must step up our 
work.  Poorly planned development is 
proceeding too rapidly, and the watershed 

is losing its most precious natural places 
at a frightening pace.  As one participant 
noted, “People are growing more distant 
from the land.”

We were also given a challenge: The Land 
Trust must lead, and we must engage even 
more closely with watershed communities 
and develop a broad array of partnerships 
and innovative strategies.

And, finally, we heard that we must take 
good care of ourselves, because our work 
is long-haul, marathon work: Build our 
capacity, train our staff, secure long-term 
support.

The tangible result of that process is a 
document that lays out a plan to take 
the Land Trust to the next level of 
effectiveness over the coming three years.  
The plan is now available on our website 
(www.nisquallylandtrust.org).  We invite 
you to take a look, tell us what you think, 
and find a place to plug yourself in.

As you’ll see, the plan is really two 
documents.  The first, “Strategic Direction 
2009-2011,” shows where we intend to go.  
It defines our mission, values, and goals, 
and the benchmarks by which we will 
measure success.

The second document, “Three-Year 
Plans,” tells how we’re going to get there.  
Year by year, goal by goal, it maps the 
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Our Best Year Yet – 
Strategic Plan Guides the Way

steps we will take to meet the challenges 
of our times and grow the Land Trust to 
the next level.

Here’s the short version: We are going to 
protect more land, we are going to restore 
and steward that land to even higher 
standards, and we are going to engage our 
partners and supporters in ever deeper 
ways.

We’re looking forward to it, and we hope 
you are, too.

Nisqually Land Trust
Land Acquisitions

The Land Trust’s new three-year strategic 
plan is the result of a year-long effort by 
board, staff and supporters.

1989 - 2009



Judy Scavone, 
Board Member

Almost anyone 
familiar with the 
Land Trust’s Mount 
Rainier Gateway 
Initiative will 
recognize the name 
of Judy Scavone.

In 2005, alarmed by the threatened 
harvest of timberlands surrounding the 
community of Ashford, near the main 
entrance to Mount Rainier National 
Park, Judy helped found the Nisqually 
Headwaters Coalition, a grassroots group 
that has since worked tirelessly with 
the Land Trust to identify, acquire and 
permanently protect some 1300 acres of 
critical wildlife habitat and scenic vistas 
in the Upper Nisqually Valley.

Judy works for Mount Rainier National 
Park and is also a director of the Mount 
Tahoma Trails Association, which 
maintains North America’s largest no-fee 
hut-to-hut cross-country ski trail system, 
near Ashford.  A resident of Ashford, 
she is an avid hiker, bicyclist, and cross-
country skier.

Judy is also a long-time Land Trust 
supporter and volunteer.  She brings with 
her great passion and energy for land 
conservation and a vision that extends 
through the generations.

Saving a Natural Legacy

3

New Faces Join Board, Staff

Kim Bredensteiner, 
Stewardship 
Coordinator

When it comes to 
stewardship, Kim 
Bredensteiner 
thinks big—really 
big. That’s what 
inspired her 
to become the 

Nisqually Land Trust’s new Stewardship 
Coordinator. “I’m a systems ecologist,” 
she says. “With the Land Trust, I have an 
opportunity to restore and protect whole 
ecosystems.  That’s big.” 

Before joining the Land Trust Kim spent 
five years as salmon-recovery coordinator 
for Island County, where she worked 
extensively with the Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board, a key Land Trust project 
partner.  She also brings to the Land Trust 
strong skills in project management and 
Geographic Information Systems. 

This year, Kim will focus on restoration 
work at Powell Creek, where the Land 
Trust, the Nisqually Tribe, and the South 
Puget Sound Salmon Enhancement 
Group are restoring salmon access to the 
largest confluence wetland complex on 
the main stem of the Nisqually River.

She will also play a critical role in the $10 
million, multi-partner project to restore 
the natural meander of Ohop Creek to 
make it more productive for salmon, 
and she will guide the Land Trust’s 
management of its 1300-acre Mount 
Rainier Gateway Initiative near the main 
entrance to Mt. Rainier National Park.

Her immediate goals including drafting 
managements plans for each of our 
eight management units, building a 
strong volunteer base, and tapping more 
deeply into technical resources in the 
community, particularly in the areas of 
forest ecology and native plants 

Kim recently moved to Yelm.  She says 
she loves small communities, and she’s 

As the Land Trust ramps up to execute the goals of its new strategic plan (see page 2), we are adding new staff and board members.  
Recently, we hired Kim Bredensteiner as our Stewardship Coordinator and Candi Ziegert as our administrative assistant, and we 
welcomed long-time supporter and volunteer Judy Scavone onto our board.

looking forward to working with local 
landowners. “We can’t own it all,” she 
says.  “But there are special places that 
need better protection than state and local 
governments can provide.  That’s where 
we come in.”

Candi Ziegert, 
Administrative 
Assistant

Candi Ziegert 
joined the Land 
Trust as its 
administrative 
assistant in March, 
after graduating 
summa cum laude 

from Pacific Lutheran University in 2008 
with a bachelor’s degree in Environmental 
Studies. 

Before joining the Land Trust, Candi 
completed internships with the 
Tahoma Audubon Society, where she 
helped coordinate the citizen-science 
components of programs like the 
Great Backyard Bird Count, and with 
the United States Forest Service, as an 
interpretive guide at the Oregon Dunes 
National Recreation Area, where she put 
her German language skills to use with 
visiting tourists.  

More recently, Candi interned at the 
Thurston Conservation District, where 
she trained elementary and high-school 
students in water-quality testing and 
assisted in restoration projects. 

As our first administrative assistant, 
Candi works on everything from 
answering phones and email to publishing 
plans and manuals to fieldwork on our 
latest restoration project.  As the youngest 
member of the Land Trust organization, 
Candi represents the next generation of 
Nisqually watershed conservationists. 
Welcome aboard, Candi!

Interested in becoming a stewardship volunteer?  
Call Kim Bredensteiner at (360) 458-1111, or 
email her at nltsteward@nisquallylandtrust.org.



The Nisqually Tribe’s field crew helped 
us remove agricultural debris and three 
miles of fencing from Ohop Creek in 
preparation for restoring the creek’s 
natural meander and improving 
salmon habitat.  
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Stewardship Report
By Kim Bredensteiner and Joe Kennedy

Volunteers needed: Stewardship of our 
2700 acres of conservation lands is one of 
the most important things we do.  We will 
be planting tens of thousands of native 
plants over the next few years.  Here is an 
update: 

Ohop Creek

The beautiful Ohop Valley, along the 
Mountain Highway to Mount Rainier, 
is the site of one of the most ambitious 
collaborative stream-restoration projects 
ever undertaken in the Nisqually 
watershed.

In Phase I, this summer, over one mile 
of Ohop Creek, all of it on Land Trust 
properties, will be restored to its natural 
meander, greatly improving habitat 
for native salmon. (Ohop Creek was 
channelized for agriculture in the 19th 
century.) The South Puget Sound Salmon 
Enhancement Group will manage the 
project, which has taken years of planning 
and has many partners, including the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service, and the 
Nisqually Indian Tribe. 

This fall and winter, we will replant 
forty acres with 28,000 trees and shrubs.  
Please join us! 

Ashford-
Mount Rainier Gateway

The Nisqually River Knotweed Control 
Project will host the first annual 
knotweed- bending party on the Land 
Trust’s Allen Estate, next to Copper 
Creek Inn, on June 27th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Volunteers should contact 
Paul Nerge (360-569-2767) for more 
information. Japanese Knotweed is an 
aggressive invasive plant that can tower 

Stewardship Wish List 
•	Pickup truck (F150 or equivalent) for field work 
•	Corona brush loppers 	 •	Stihl brushcutter 
•	Truck ramp	 •	Arborist services
•	Surveyor services

This past fall and winter we planted over 4500 trees and shrubs along two salmon-
bearing streams on our Red Salmon Creek property in the Nisqually Delta.  Thanks 
to nearly 300 volunteers, including local students, the Pierce County Stream Team, 
military families, the Nisqually Indian Tribe, and Intel employees, the planting went 
smoothly.  Once choked with stream-killing weeds, this important conservation 
property is now recovering quickly.

over native vegetation and outcompete it.  

Wilcox Flats

Our work at Wilcox Flats, next to Wilcox 
Farms in McKenna, will continue this 
summer as we prepare sites for fall and 
winter plantings. This fall, we will plant a 
small area on the main Nisqually River 
side channel with live cottonwood and 
willow stakes, and we will plant the 
north side with 4,200 trees and shrubs.  
Funding comes from the Landowner 
Incentive Program, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Williams Pipeline 
Mitigation Fund, and the National 
Resources Conservation Service. We hope 
you will come out and help us plant!  

Powell Creek

This spring we’ve been applying for 
permits for restoration work on the 
northern end of our Powell Creek 
management unit in Thurston County. 
This summer, we will demolish old 
buildings and remove bank armoring, 
and this fall and winter we will plant 
6,500 trees and shrubs.
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Land Trust Purchases

The Land Trust is pleased to announce 
the acquisition of a key stretch of salmon-
producing shoreline on the main stem 
of the Nisqually River, between its 
confluences with the Mashel River and 
Ohop Creek.
	
The property includes 70 acres and 1.1 
miles of shoreline, making it one of the 
most significant protection projects to be 
completed on the river in recent years.  It 
was the last substantial piece of privately 
owned, unprotected shoreline in this 
reach of the river. With the exception 
of a handful of small lots, both banks 
of the river from Alder Dam down to 
Tanwax Creek – twenty miles of salmon-

producing shoreline – are now under 
some form of permanent protection by 
the Land Trust or its watershed partners. 
All told, with this purchase 73 percent of 
the Nisqually River’s salmon-producing 
shoreline is now permanently protected.
	
The property adjoins the new Nisqually-
Mashel State Park, effectively connecting 
the park and the river, and is directly 
across the river from a large block of 
permanently protected wildlife habitat 
owned by Tacoma Power.
	
Salmon, in particular threatened Chinook 
and steelhead, use this shoreline area for 
spawning and rearing, and adult Chinook 

One of Last Large Private Holdings on Nisqually River
use it for holding while waiting to enter 
the Mashel River.  The property was 
threatened by development of the bluffs 
above the shoreline, which was ripe for 
subdivision into ten-and twenty-acre 
forested home sites.
	
The Land Trust purchased the property 
from the Manke Timber Company with a 
grant from the Salmon Recovery Funding 
Board and proceeds from our 2006 
auction. As well, the purchase would not 
have been possible without the Manke 
family’s generous agreement to sell the 
property at a significant discount to its 
appraised value.	

View of 
the Manke 
shoreline 
(right) from 
the Nisqually 
River

1.1 Miles of Salmon Shoreline
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Nisqually Land Trust Contributors
October 1, 2008 – May 31, 2009 

Contributions from our supporters are our most important source of operating revenue.  We thank everyone listed below for your 
generous support of permanent conservation in the Nisqually River Watershed.

$10,000 +	
Estate of Kenneth Braget	
Nisqually Indian Tribe	

$5,000-$9,999	
Cathy & Rick Williams	

$1,000-$4,999	
Cathie Butler & Tom Pipkins	
Christensen Properties*	
Nisqually Red Wind Casino	
Judith Scavone	
Suzanne Shafer	
Hancock Forest Management	
State of Washington Combined Fund	
Rita & Ward Willits	

$500-$999	
Bernard W. Abrams Family Foundation	
Alpine Experience	
Art House Designs	
Sandy Desner	
Patrica Fluhrer	
Glacier Northwest/CalPortland	
Miles Sand & Gravel	
Maureen Morris  & Robert Benson	
Edward & Patricia O’Brien	
Mary & Scott Oliver	
Puget Sound Energy	
Deborah Sample	
John & Clare Sleeter	
Joanne Stellini & Gwill Ging	
Charles Stephens & Becky Liebman	
Brian Sullivan and Anna Leon-Guerrero*	

$100-$499	
Alpine Ascents International*	
Rick & Melissa Anderson	
Ashford Mansion, LLC*	
Nancy Axell	
Jesse Barham*	
Tanya Barnett	
Ken & Nell Batker	
Paul & Shirley Battan	
Christopher Bayley	
Philip & Harriett Beach	
Gary Benson	
Tony Berkson*	
Dan Berschauer & Phyllis Edwards	
Dana Botka	
Jules & Jim Boyd*	
Maryln Brady	
Douglas Canning	
Ted Coates	
William Cullen	
Diane Dakin & Stephen Bray	
Ann Daley & Mike Ryherd	
Bobbee Davidson	
Gordon Davidson & Caroline Feiss	
John & Patricia Davis	
George & Susan Dimitroff	
Jon Duerr	
Bill & Cathy Elledge	

James Ellis	
Karl & Julie Erickson	
Mary Foster & Burke Garrett 	
Phil Freeman & Catharine Gallagher	
David & Gretchen Gacetta	
Dorothy D. Gage	
Thelma & Chuck Gilmur	
Anna Graham & Frederick Wolf	
Camille & Earl Hale	
Kevin Haughton & Rachel Wood	
Robert & Patricia Hayes*	
Beth & Lech Illem	
Mike Jackson	
Kathryn & Albie Jarvis	
Bob Kane	
Elyse Kane*	
Rick & Laura Kelley	
Ann & Keith Kelly	
Robert & Noelle Kimball	
Barbara Klee & Ralph Pease	
Steve Klein	
Linda Kunze & Gordon White	
Ruth Ella Laughlin	
Ellen & Derek Leckrone	
Janet Liddle & Pat Kennedy	
Mary Lou Lo Preste*	
Leonard & Josephine Martin	
Tom McCartan & Sheila Schooley	
Florence & George  McGraw	
Fred & Barbara Michelson	
Carole & Charles Mills	
Donald & Margeret Paffrath	
Jim Park & Barb Wood	
Pat & Leslie Pringle	
Quadrant Homes	
Joanne Richter & Sara Wiener	
John & Sarah Robischon	
Chris Schutz	
Steve Shanewise	
Zoa & Bill Shumway	
John Simmons	
Derek Solmie*	
Stanley Stahl	
Stormans Inc.	
Joan Sullivan	
Jean Takekawa	
Fred & Dorothy Tobiason	
David Troutt & Jean Carr	
Twin Star Credit Union
Tim Walter	
Jack Ward	
Charles Wilkinson & Melanie Ito	
Bob Wiltermood	
Debbie Young	
Polly Zehm & Phil Crane*	
Robert & Audrey Zimmerman	

$50-$99	
Kristin Blalack & Gerald Suzawith	
Gary Bostwick	
Tim & Nora Burke	
Steven Klein & Jomarie Carlson	
Cecelia Carpenter	

Sherburne & Jean Cook	
Denny & Bernadene Dochnahl	
Charles Dodge	
Pat & Susan Dunn	
Lorraine Ely-Morrison	
John & Marilyn Erickson	
Sylvia & Bryan Goheen	
Trusten & Jean Hart	
Kathryn and Albie Jarvis	
Sally & Tom Johnson	
Joe Kane	
Jean Kawaoka & Roland Schneider	
Judith Kingsbury	
Ruth Kirk	
Dan Klennert	
Joseph & Rachel Krugh	
Alice & Richard Lewis	
Michael Ligrano	
Susan Macomson	
Lee Mohler & Sherry Sullivan	
Jan & Gerald Norris	
Ralph Oldroyd	
Jamie & Melissa Paulson*	
Harry & Jerrilee Petersen	
Chris Maun & Jane Poole	
Judy & Don Rogers	
William & Arlene Ross	
Alan Schmauder	
Sarah Scott 	
Katherine Seel	
Clyde & Jane Shiner	
Linda Strever & Barry Troutman	
Ann-Kristin Sundell*	
David & Barbara Uberuaga	
Sandra Ware	

$10-$49	
Steve & Wendy Alderson*	
David Anderson	
Shelly Bentley	
Ed Blake*	
Constance Bond	
Judy Bourgault
Patt Brady	
Paul and Deborah Crosetto	
Pat Cullen	
Sharon Cummins	
Betsy & John Darrah	
Caroline deLeeuw	
Joseph Dlugo*	
Janis Gardner*	
Heather Glock*	
Jim & Carolyn Harmon	
David & Cheryl Heywood	
Jim Isom	
Bonnie & Bob Jacobs	
Sue & Tom Johnson*	
Ken Kildahl	
Barbara Kline	
Keith & Janet Kusler	
Janet Lampman & Keith Snow*	
Harold & Vicki Lewis
Melvin Lundstad*	

Albert McBride	
Stephen & Judith Metcalf	
Larry Miranda	
Tony & Aldona Minelga	
Roy & Maureen Paxton	
Judy Phillips	
Dudley Pitchford	
Susan Ritter*	
Gordon Russ*	
Debra Salstrom & Richard Easterly	
Judith Schuler	
Paul Shell	
Judith Smith	
Janet Strong	
Frederic & Marilyn Tausend	
Louise Wackerle*	
Lily Wackwitz	
Anne Wahrmund & Charles Wilson	
Steve & Kathryn Wang	
Gary Wilburn	
Candice Ziegert*	
Honoring Phil Freeman:	
     Sarah Scott & Bill Compher	
Honoring Burke Garrett:	
     Sarah Scott & Bill Compher	
	
Combined Fund Drive Donors	
Denny Allen & Sally Harrison	
Nancy Anderson	
Daniel Bode	
Bruce Botka	
Dana Botka	
Jill Brady	
Patt Brady	
Rebecca Christie	
Larry Corbin  (In memory of Noelle 
Corbin)
Ann Daley	
Deborah Davies	
Megan Davis	
Annette Dieker	
Karl Heller	
Adrienne Hidy	
Russell Frank	
Stephen Hassett	
Benjamin Henwood	
Marijean Holland	
Mark Hunter	
Jeffrey Kildahl		
Kathleen Lynch
Mark Matthies
Deborah McCurley
Stephen Posner
Mark Pree
Helen Pressley
James Rainwood
Gary Robinson
Kristin Swenddal
Juliet Van Eenwyk
John Walkowiak
Vicki Zarrell

*new donor
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The Land Trust extends a big “Thank You!” to the businesses and individuals listed below, who generously donated the goods, services, 
and time that made this year’s auction a success. Held March 21, and sold out three weeks in advance, the auction netted $46,522 for 
permanent conservation in the Nisqually Watershed.

2009 Auction Donors

With Thanks and Fond Farewells...

Event Sponsor
Hancock Forest Management

Silent Auction Sponsors
Nisqually Headwaters Coalition
Nisqually Red Wind Casino

Item Sponsors
Ashford Mansion
Glacier Northwest
Judy Scavone
Temperate Forest Solutions

Item Donors
Alpine Experience and Olympic Outfitters
Art House Design, Olympia
Ashford Creek Pottery
Marian Bailey
Batdorf & Bronson Coffee Roasters
Bellus Salon Care, Olympia
Boston Harbor Photography & Design
Boston Harbor Pies
Patt Brady
Julia Brayshaw
C.I. Shenanigan’s
Capital Playhouse
Cedar Creek Treehouse
Cedar Loft Cabin at Mt. Rainier
Dave Cheals
Childhood’s End Gallery
Chris Lester Insurance
Clear Lake Pottery, Eatonville
Colorado River & Trail Expeditions, Inc.
Common Ground CSA
Tom and Barbara Cook
Copper Creek Inn, Lodge & Cabins
Phil Crane
Curtright & Son Tribal Art
D & J Rhodies
Deep Forest Cabins
Ed Newbold - Wildlife Artist
Greg Falxa
Karen Luke Fildes
Fish Brewing Company
Amy Fisher
J.W. Foster
Karen Fraser
Gordon’s Garden Center
Hands-On Children’s Museum

Marie Hassett
Jack Havens
Heron Dance
Mel Hill
Pat & Clarence Hoenig
Bradley Hubbard
Debby Hyde
International Mountain Guides
Island Enterprises, Inc.
Sue & Tom Johnson
JZ Rose, Inc. in Yelm
Kahout’s Automotive
David Kennedy
KGY Radio
Michael Kiefer, DVM;
Dan Klennert
Lacey Costco
Janet Lampman &  Keith Snow
Linda Andrews & Company
Lyle Loncosty
Loowit Art Glass
Myrna Lopas
Betsy Loyer
Susan Macomson
Leonard & Josephine Martin
Billie Mazzei
Albert McBride
Nikki McClure
McKenzie Jewelers
Media-Consultants Corporation
Mercato Ristorante
Miles Sand and Gravel
Tony & Aldona Minelga
Mount Rainier Guest Services
Mount Tahoma Trails Association
Mounthaven Resort
Mt. Rainier Art Studio
Nisqually Department of Natural Resources
Northwest Outdoor Center
Northwest Trek
Jan Olmstead
Olympia Art & Frame
Olympia Framemakers
Orca Books
Pacific Editions Limited, Victoria BC
Panera Bread
Patagonia, Inc.
Pendleton Northwest & the Northwest 
Museum Store, Tacoma

Marty Pinnix
Pioneer Farm Museum
Patrick Pringle
Ginny Ratliff &  Dennis Schaffer
Renate’s Gasthaus
Riverman Guide Service
Ron & Beckie Warfield Photography
Maria Ruth
Sally’s Photos
Judy Scavone
Richard Schneider
Schafer Gallery Art and Frame
Chris Schutz
Seasonals
Seattle Mariners
Raymond Serrano
Doris Sharp
John Simmons
Eric Slagle
Clare Sleeter
Robert & Marjorie Smith
Sound Native Plants
Steamboat Island Nursery
Stellar Flutes
Stone Creek Lodge
Sunbirds Shopping Center, Yelm
Sunrise Beach Pottery
Susan Rosen & Associates
Gerald Suzawith &  Kristin Blalack
Tacoma Power
Tacoma Rainiers Professional Baseball
Curtis & Wendy Tanner
Taylor Shellfish Farms
Gerry Tays
The Inn at Mallard Cove
The Mountaineers Books
The Mountaineers
Dale Thompson
Fred & Dorothy Tobiason
Loralin Toney
Tom Touse, Murkwood Wools
Traditions Café and World Folk Art
David Troutt
Bill Tweit
TwinStar Credit Union
Dave & Barbara Uberuaga
Pat & Edwinna Van Eaton
Chris Von Neudegg
Louise Wackerle

George Walter
Washington Center for
	 the Performing Arts
Washington Rock Quarries
Waterstreet Cafe+Bar
Wellspring Spa at Mt.Rainier
Des Whitchurch &  Barbara Karshmer
Wild Birds Unlimited
Wildwater River Tours, Inc.
Dave Wiedabush
Mimi Williams
Renetta Wilson, State Farm Agent
Ralph & Arlene Wolfe
Wood Loved by Larry
Robert & Audrey Zimmerman

Volunteers
Marty Bills
Steve Bond
Patt Brady
Cathie Butler
Barbara, Tom and Rob Cook
Karen and Brian Deckard
Ruth Ferris
J.W., Nicki, Colton, 
	 Curren and Taegen Foster
Mary Foster
Yael Girard
Anita Goodrich
Jen Gridley
Justin Hall
Drew Hartley
Cynthia Hancock
Linda Hoffman
Jim Isom
Clare and Sofia Kane
Dianna Koeller
William Kogut
Myrna Lopas
Jeff & Betsy Loyer
Diane Ludwig
Nick Reep
Esme Ryan & Raymond Price
Judy Scavone
Gerald Suzawith and Kristin Blalack
Tim Tobin
George Walter

We would like to thank three people who 
played major roles in the Land Trust’s 
current success and have moved on to 
other things – and whom we will always 
consider part of the Land Trust “family.”

Linda Kunze founded our stewardship 
program in 2005 and built it so 
successfully that it outgrew her half-
time position. (In fact, the program 
now employs two full-time staff!)  Not 
wanting to increase her workload while 
her daughter, Claire, is still in school, 
Linda hired and trained her successors, 
Kim Bredensteiner and Joe Kennedy, and 

staked a claim as “life steward” of our Red 
Salmon Creek site, where she executed 
the Land Trust’s first complete restoration 
project. .

Dana Botka joined the Land Trust board 
in 2004 and served two terms, during 
which the Land Trust tripled the scope 
of its work. As the creator of Washington 
State’s “Plain Talk” program, Dana has 
helped hundreds of state employees 
improve their writing skills.  She brought 
the same clear-eyed and level-headed 
perspective to our often complex projects, 
and in particular to our strategic-

planning process.  

Kelly McAllister joined the Land Trust 
board in 2003 and served as secretary 
from 2006-2009.  A renowned wildlife 
biologist, a direct descendant of the 
Nisqually basin’s earliest white settlers, 
and a talented photographer, Kelly 
brought with him a deep knowledge 
of, and infectious enthusiasm for, the 
history and biology of the watershed.  His 
generous donations of time, expertise, 
and wisdom contributed to the success of 
many Land Trust projects.
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Conserving and restoring natural areas and wildlife habitat throughout the Nisqually River watershed  – and protecting those lands in perpetuity.

The Nisqually River is one of the best-
kept secrets on the West Coast.  With 
73 percent of the river’s lower 42 miles 
– from Alder Dam to the delta – virtually 
undeveloped and permanently protected, 
the Nisqually rivals federally designated 
Wild and Scenic rivers in the quality and 
quantity of its natural habitat.

But protection means limited access, 
which is why the Nisqually is such a 
secret.  It’s just not that easy to get down 
to the river and see it up close.  This 
summer, though, as we do each year, the 
Land Trust is offering two opportunities 
to do just that.

And we mean up close – we’ll travel the 
river by raft, right on the water.

These will be gentle trips, rated for 
those aged six years and up and run by 
a professional outfitter.  They last from 
four to six hours and include a catered 
riverbank lunch.  There is no better way 

to see the river.

The first trip, Saturday, July 18, will float 
the “upper” river, from its confluence 
with the Mashel River, near Eatonville, to 
Wilcox Farms, in McKenna.  This 13-mile 
trip will pass along one of our newest 
acquisitions (see Page 5) and travel the 
three-mile length of one of our largest 
management units, Powell Creek.

On Sunday, July 26, we will raft ten miles 
of the lower river, from Yelm down 

through Fort Lewis and the Nisqually 
Indian Reservation, through some of the 
largest old-growth forest stands on the 
river.

These are always fun trips, and space is 
limited, so make your reservations early.  
Seats are $75 for Land Trust members and 
$100 for non-members and include lunch.

For reservations and further information, 
call us at (360) 458-1111 or visit our 
website, www.nisquallylandtrust.org.

Calendar
June 27 • Rain Garden Workshop, Pack Forest
June 27 • Knotweed Party, Allen Estate (Copper Creek)
July 18 • Nisqually River Float Trip
July 26 • Nisqually River Float Trip
September 20 • Annual Meeting & Salmon Bake
March 13, 2010 • Annual Auction & Gala

Volunteer Planting Parties: Throughout next Fall and Winter.  Check our website, 
www.nisquallylandtrust.org, or call Joe Kennedy at (360) 458-1111


