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The Land Trust is pleased to
announce the successful completion
of the two largest land deals in its 17-
year history.

In June, the Land Trust secured title
to 240 acres and two and a half miles
of salmon-producing Nisqually River
shoreline in Thurston County, about
ten miles upriver from Yelm. The
parcel, known as Powell Creek, had a
purchase price of $1.2 million.
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In August, the Land Trust purchased
404 acres of timberlands near the
Nisqually entrance to Mount Rainier
National Park. These timberlands
contain important wildlife habitat
that was under immediate threat of
clear-cut logging. Their purchase,
for $1.4 million, marks the successful
completion of Phase One of the
Land Trust's Mount Rainier Gateway
Initiative.
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_AND TRUST COMPLETES
_ARGEST DEALS IN ITS HISTORY

SECURES 644 ACRES OF WILDLIFE HABITAT

As part of the deal, the Washington
Department of Natural Resources
transferred into permanent
conservation status an additional
406 acres of old-growth forest in the
upper Nisqually watershed.

All of these properties will be
protected in perpetuity as wildlife
habitat. For more about them and
the partnerships that led to their
protection, please see pages 2 and 3.
A map of the Mount Rainier Gateway
Initiative is on Pages 4 and 5.

The Land Trusts purchase of 240 acres above and below the confluence of Powell
Creek and the Nisqually River permanently protects a 2.5-mile section of the river.




PowELL CREEK PURCHASE
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In June the Land Trust completed
purchase of the largest privately held
property in the salmon-producing
section of the Nisqually River. This
240-acre parcel, known as Powell
Creek, was a key acquisition for
several reasons.

For one, the parcel includes two and a
half miles of Nisqually River shoreline
that is in excellent condition, with
stands of mature forest the length

of the river. It also includes a major
floodplain wetland complex at the
confluence of the Nisqually and Pow-
ell Creek. It is the most substantial
such complex on the Nisqually but
contains three culverts that hinder
salmon migration. The Land Trust
and its partners will remove the barri-
ers and restore critical spawning and
rearing habitat for Chinook and coho
salmon, steelhead, cutthroat trout,
and possibly chum salmon.

Also, the Powell Creek property

is strategically located between
properties already under permanent
protection by the Land Trust and
several governmental agencies. Its
acquisition thus creates a large

continuous block of protected habitat
(see map), including a five-mile
section of Nisqually shoreline that is
now protected on both banks.

The Land Trust began discussions
with the property’s owner, the
Convenant Church, in 2003, and
in 2004 won a $500,000 Salmon
Recovery Funding Board (SRFB)
grant toward the $1.2 million
purchase price.

However, it was not until last May
that the Land Trust was able to secure
further funding, when the Nisqually
Indian Tribe awarded the Land Trust

The Powell Creek
purchase, in

red, connects
other Land Trust
properties, in
yellow, to create
a large block of
protected habitat
on the Nisqually
River. Inset:
Mergansers along
the Nisqually
River shoreline at
Powell Creek

a $400,000 habitat-mitigation grant.

In June, the Land Trust secured the
final $300,000 from the Williams
Pipeline Company as mitigation for
the company’s impact on spotted-owl
habitat in Fort Lewis. As part of that
deal, the Land Trust will manage the
Powell Creek property according to
Fort Lewis’s management plan for
spotted-owl habitat on the base.

Williams contributed a further
$60,000 for the Land Trust to develop
its management plan, and the SRFB
grant contains additional funds for
the culvert removal.

The Powell Creek purchase protects the largest privately

held property on the lower Nisqually River.
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MT. RAINIER GATEWAY PHASE ONE PURCHASE

The purchase and permanent
protection of these forested ridges
at the base of Mt. Rainier complete
Phase One of the Land Trust’s Mt.

| Rainier Gateway Initiative (see
map on pages 3 and 4).
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In August, in an eleventh-hour deal,
the Land Trust completed the $1.4
million purchase of 404 acres of
threatened timberlands and wildlife
habitat in the Upper Nisqually Val-
ley, near the town of Ashford and the
main entrance to Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park.

The deal marks the successful comple-
tion of Phase One of the Land Trust’s
Mount Rainier Gateway Initiative,
which seeks to acquire and perma-
nently protect 4,500 acres of privately
held working forest, recreational
property, and wildlife habitat along
Highway 706, between Elbe Hills and
Tahoma state forests and the Gifford
Pinchot National Forest old-growth
reserves.

These private timberlands provide
important habitat for spotted owls,
marbled murrelets, bald eagles, and
many other species, some of which
are in serious decline due to habitat
loss. They also provide a spectacular
backdrop to Highway 706, the main
corridor into the national park. This

is a crucial amenity for the Ash-
ford economy, which depends
heavily on tourism.

The Initiative took shape in Oc-
tober 2005, when the Nisqually
Headwaters Coalition, a grass-
roots group based in Ashford,
alerted the Land Trust and the
Nisqually River Council about
plans to log the forested ridges
visible from town.

The River Council (a consortium
of governmental, business, and
nonprofit groups that coordinates
long-term resource management
in the watershed) convinced the
landowner, Pope Resources, to
postpone its plans while the Land
Trust searched for funding to buy
the property.

Pope had planned to log by the end
of 2005 but extended its deadline to
spring of 2006. This gave the Land
Trust and its partner, the Washing-
ton Department of Natural Resourc-
es, time to win a grant from the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service’s Coopera-
tive Endangered Species Conservation
Fund.

As match for the grant, DNR placed
an additional 406 acres of old-growth
forest into permanent conservation
status. Meanwhile, Pope further post-
poned logging while final sale nego-
tiations took place.

“Pope Resources has been a full and
patient partner in this effort,” said Joe
Kane, executive director of the Land
Trust. “It had every right to walk
away from this deal, and it didn't”

“This transaction is a great example
of a ‘win-win’ outcome for both con-
servation and industry interests,”

said David L. Nunes, President and
CEO of Pope Resources. “We have

a responsibility to deliver economic
returns to our investor owners, and in
this case we were able to balance that
objective with recognition of other
important values, such as protection
of wildlife habitat, view corridors, and
water quality”

SAVING A NATURAL LEGACY



THE MOUNT RAINIER GATEWAY INITIATIVE

The Nisqually Land Trust’s Mount
Rainier Gateway Initiative is an
ambitious, five-phase plan to
permanently protect 4,500 acres

of threatened forests in the upper
Nisqually watershed, near the most
popular entrance to Mount Rainier
National Park. These forests contain
important habitat for spotted owls,
marbled murrelets, bald eagles, elk,
cougar, and many other species.

Threatened wetlands on the

The Initiative will create sustainable, former estate of Granville State Forest
family-wage forestry and tourism Allen, first superintendant of
jobs by applying innovative ecological Mt. Rainier National Park.

practices to working forests and
safeguarding the area’s scenic beauty
and recreational opportunities.

By preventing deforestation, the i -
Initiative will help protect water ﬂhfﬂl‘ﬂ
quality down through the lower m

watershed, including fresh water for
the Nisqually Delta and more than

60,000 people in Thurston and Pierce
counties.

The Land Trust has already completed
Phase One (see map), but with an
estimated total cost of $18 million,
the Initiative remains the most
difficult challenge we have yet
undertaken. But is also a tremendous
opportunity to practice landscape-
scale conservation—and to pass a
treasured resource on to our children
and grandchildren. With your help,
we can succeed.

Tahoma
State Forest
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Logging permits have already been issued
for these forests, in Phase Two, which
include tree stands as old as 238 years.
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Land Trust Executive

Director Joe Kane
overlooking forests
protected by Phase One
of the Initiative.

Gifford Pinchot
National Forest
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING CONSERVATION AND

RESTORATION IN THE NISQUALLY RIVER WATERSHED

From left to right: Grillmaster David Troutt; President George Walter; Head Cook Patt Brady, Stewardship Coordinator Linda Kunze and

Land Trust supporters at our Annual Meeting and Salmon Bake September 24.

THROUGH GIFTS OF MONEY, SUPPLIES AND TIME, OUR SUPPORTERS HELP US ACQUIRE AND
RESTORE NATURAL AREAS AND WILDLIFE HABITAT. WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

GIFTS RECEIVED MAY |, 2006 — SEPTEMBER 30, 2006

Combined Fund Donations
Our thanks to state workers who include the Nisqually Land
Trust in their Combined Fund giving.

Kimberley Alapai
Nancy Anderson
Helen Benson
Bruce Botka

Jill Brady

Megan Davis
Patricia Delaney
Lynda Farmer
Michael Flint
Erica Gardner
Virginia Haas
Stephen Hassett
Karl Heller
Benjamin Henwood
Roger Herness
Marijean Holland
Diane Hutchins
Kathleen Kaynor
Elizabeth Kohlenberg
Myron Brad Kreidler
Curt Leigh

Doug Myers

Janet Olmstead
Janet Peterson
Robert Schmitt
Kent Schweikert
Leslie A. Sziebert
Kristin Swenddal
Adam Torem
Juliet Van Eenwyk
Lincoln Weaver
Mark Wesner
Ayuni Wimpee
Peter Woodcox

In Memory of Kenneth Braget
Constance Bond
Dianne (Mounts) Weaver*

In'Memory of Doris Bremner Erickson
All Wanderlands Travel*
Audrey and Bob Zimmerman

In Honor of Patt Brady’s Retirement
Zoa Shumway

Acquisition Grants

Nisqually Indian Tribe

Salmon Recovery Funding Board
Williams Pipeline Corporation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

NISQUALLY LAND TRUST ¢ WWW.NISQUALLYLANDTRUST

Watershed Patron ($500 to $999)
Susan Macomson Shafroth

Rick and Cathy Williams

Puget Sound Energy*

River Steward ($200 to $499)

Ken Berg and Jan Weydemeyer
Caroline Feiss and Gordy Davidson
Robin Gardner*

Bill and Cathy Elledge

Holroyd Company, Inc.¥

Miles Sand and Gravel Company

Osprey ($100 to $199)

Alpine Experience

Christopher Bayley

Maryln Brady

Tom and Barbara Cook

Bobbee Davidson

Karen Fraser

Earl and Camille Hale

David Hays and Ann Potter
Linda Kunze and Gordon White
Scott and Mary Oliver
Sherburne Antiques

Steve Shanewise, The Coot Company
Elizabeth Sholund

Stanley Stahl

George Walter

Wiltermood and Associates

Paul Wiseman

Professional Forestry Services

Salmon ($50 to $99)

Richard Ballinger

Ken and Nell Batker

Constance Bond

John and Betsy Darrah

Jeff DeGraan

Care de Leeuw

Jean Howard

Joe Kane

William Kogut

Keith and Janet Kusler

Eileen LeVan and Nathaniel Lawrence*
Nancy Neel*

Karl Ruppert

Clyde and Jane Shiner

Cortland and Mary Gail Skinner
Donna Snow

Steve and Kathryn Hamilton Wang

Basic ($25 to $49)
Kristin Blalack and Gerald Suzawith
Brian Butler*

360.458

Jean Marie Christenson*
Pat Cullen*

Sharon Cummins*
Richard DeLapp

Diana Flannery

Lori Flemm

Holly Gadbaw

James Gadbaw*

Mary Sue Gee*

Chris Hedrick®

Alison Hellberg*

Fred Hellberg®

Philip Heller*

Judy Jacobson*

Bob Kane*

John and Donna Keith
Edward and Mary Jo Kenney
Pat Kennedy*

Judith Kingsbury*
Barbara Kline

Janet Liddle*

Doreen Ligrano

William Marks*

Lydia Marks*

Stephen and Judith Metcalf
Richard Mizner*

Anita Neal*

Dixie Nghiem

Randy Rahn*

Al Schmauder

Lisa Smith*

Janet Strong

Curtis Tanner*

Priscilla Terry

Elsie Van Eaton

Sandy Ware*

Robert and Audrey Zimmerman

Special thanks to our volunteers:
Greg Arnold

Patt Brady

Fred Feidler

The JW Foster family and friend
Mary Fitzpatrick-Netz

Jim Harmon

David Hymel

Keith Kusler

Dianne Ludwig

Clyde and Kathryn Powell

Zoa Shumway

Cheryl Stephan

Mark Williams

Robert Zimmerman

*new member




Nisqually Land Trust

FROM THE PRESIDENT
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS:

George Walter

I am thinking this evening, as I write
to you about our Land Trust, of the
passing of Ken Braget. Ken died

in late August in his home at the
Nisqually Delta. He was a farmer, a
waterfowl hunter, a strong advocate
of private property rights, and a
caretaker of the land.

The Braget Farm is located on the
Pierce County side of the Nisqually
River and north of I-5. Ken spent his
74 years devoted to the stewardship
of this farm. It is largely through

his efforts that the Pierce County

side of the Nisqually Delta, under
development pressure for many years,
remained a farm with outstanding
wildlife and wetland habitat.

KEN BRAGET

Ken was a Charter Member of the
Land Trust and gave it his enthusiastic
support. He often expressed

to me how proud he was of the
accomplishments of his Land Trust.
For 14 years Ken donated a day of
hunting at the Braget Farm for our
annual auction. It was a feature item
at the auction and those lucky enough
to win the hunt were treated to the
company of a skilled hunter and great
storyteller.

Ken was a good friend and a truly
unique person. He leaves us an
impressive legacy of stewardship of
and love for the land, and we pledge
that his legacy will live on in the work
of the Nisqually Land Trust.

Writers: Constance Bond, Joe Kane
and George Walter

Photography: Constance Bond,
David Hymel and Kelly McAllister
Design: Wide Design Team

Special thanks to: Capitol City Press

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

George Walter, President
William Kogut, Vice-President
Ruta Fanning, Treasurer

Kelly McAllister, Secretary
Patt Brady

Dana Botka

Steve Craig

John Hanson

David Troutt

STAFF:

Joe Kane, Executive Director
Constance Bond, Programs Manager
Linda Kunze, Stewardship Coordinator

OFFICE:

P.O. Box 1148, Yelm, WA 98597
Telephone: (360) 458-1111

Email: staff@nisquallylandtrust.org
Website: www.nisquallylandtrust.org

MT. RAINIER GATEWAY INITIATIVE CONTRIBUTORS

The Land Trust and the Nisqually Headwaters Coalition would like to thank the following for their generous contributions
to the Mount Rainier Gateway Initiative. Their support underwrote the success of Phase One and has helped lay the

foundation for Phase Two.

($4000) ($150-$250) Marla Pallin & Jesse Schwartz Bill Compher
Nisqually River Foundation John Christopher Robert & Marilyn Rymer Joan & Craig Geyer
Janet Liddle Carolyn Rose Cindy & Matthew Hamilton
($1000+) Thomas & Erika Norwood Leslie Rousos Barbara & Michael Hill
Bernard W. Abrams Pamela Phifer Judith Scavone Miami Hom
Family Foundation, Inc.  Joshua Pieper James Stevens Anthony Martin
GreatGetaways Sarah Scott Sunny Thompson-Ward Kevin Moreland
Paul Nerge Julie Working Eric & Catherine Walkinshaw Lee Nelson
Leslie Norman
($500) ($100) ($75) Linda Norris
Mary Foster Philip and Harriett Beach Dan Klennert Krista Rave-Perkins
Deborah Sample Philip Beck Virginia Ratlift Bronka & Ake Sundstrom
Marilyn Buesko Alan Vaughn
($300-$450) Andrew & Regine Carey ($20-$50) Thomas Weir
Erika Joeres-Broska Robin Gardner Elk Haven Management Co.
David Liddle G. H. Burke Garrett Mounthaven Resort, Inc.
Ziaieh Sobhani Georgina Hone Sandra Altman
Ingrid & Lou Whittaker William Jones & Lorin Lampe Henry & Judith Bernard
Ann & Keith Kelly Ray & Carolyn Brown
Beulah Mortensen Robert Brown
Charles Myrick M. Margo Chapline

SAVING A TURAL LEGACY



A free meal, a dazzling view of
Mount Rainier, and a gorgeous fall
evening greeted guests at our Annual
Meeting and Salmon Bake on
September 24. More than 100 Land
Trust supporters dined on freshly
caught Nisqually River Chinook
salmon with all the trimmings,
served on the banks of Puget Sound’s
Nisqually Reach. Following dinner,
Board President George Walter,
Executive Director Joe Kane and
Stewardship Coordinator Linda
Kunze described this year’s successes
and next year’s plans and gave

awards to outstanding stewardship
volunteers. Robert Zimmerman was
named “Stewardship Volunteer of the
Year”. Thank you to Patt Brady, Fred
Fiedler and grillmaster David Troutt,
who prepared the delicious dinner,
and to helpers Zoa Shumway and
Karen Bond.
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Flfteef’lth Annual RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Auction Gala

Saturday March 17, 2007
5to 10 p.m. at the Worthington
Center at St. Martin’s University

Lacey, Washington

Join us for a buffet dinner and silent
and live auctions featuring Northwest
and Native American artwork and
many other exciting items.

Tickets are $45 each for members*
and $50 for non-members.
Call Connie at 360-458-1111 for
reservations and information.

*Membership discount available to anyone who has
made a cash contribution or donated items or services
of $25 or more to Nisqually Land Trust during the

e oo 12 Conserving and restoring natural areas and wildlife habitat throughout the Nisqually River watershed

- and protecting those lands in perpetuity.
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